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The time is now 


On 7 November Searchlight launches its most ambitious project yet, the 
Searchlight Educational Trust handbook of community responses to racism and 
fascism. Searchlight has brought together all its experience of combating racism 
and fascism in Britain over the past 33 years and has drawn on the expertise of 
people active in trade unions, councils for racial equality, anti-fascist organisa- 
tions, youth and religious organisations and in education to produce this unique 
and comprehensive handbook, which will quickly prove essential in defeating 
racist ideas and the violence that results from them 

Searchlight has always believed that Britain is a place worth living in and that 
its democratic system is worth fighting for. Of course Britain has many problems, 
as do most other countries, but the people of Britain have overcome problems in 
the past and will continue to do so. Those who started Searchlight and those who 
have joined them over the years have consciously chosen to fight two particular 
evils: racism and fascism. The Searchlight team come from the left, right and 
centre of the British political spectrum and took a decision the day we started out 
that we would set aside political differences in order to concentrate on the main 
objective of our work. We have no time for anti-fascist and anti-racist groups 
that do not wish to unite anti-racists in a broad front or that have hidden agendas 
for the political groups for which they act as a front. We do not seek solutions in 
revolutions that offer gulags instead of death camps. We do not believe in form- 
ing a rainbow coalition of black people, gays and the poor, because we do not 
believe these groups are best served by being marginalised from the rest of soci- 
ety. Searchlight believes that racism and fascism can only be fought by all sec- 
tions of the community working together. Isolated individuals have little power 
but the community working together, if it has the knowledge and resources, can 
and must defeat racism and fascism. 

Its title, When hate comes to town, does not imply opposition only to the hate 
groups, such as the British National Party, Combat 18 and Lady Jane Birdwood 
and her friends, but to hate in all its shapes and forms which could so very easily 
tear Britain apart over the next few years. We hope the handbook will serve to 
inform, educate and be an essential resource for those hundreds of thousands of 
citizens who want a country free of hate and repression, where they and their 
families can live in peace and harmony. The handbook has taken 18 months to 
prepare and we wish to thank the hundreds of people who contributed ideas, 
illustrations and their time to making this a unique publication in the annals of 
British anti-racism. We have done our part by producing this handbook. We ask 
our friends throughout the country to buy it, or get their organisations to buy it, 
read it, discuss it and use it as a tool in organising and resisting racism. Details of 
how to buy it are on the back page 
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A clue to MI5’s interest in getting close to Britain’s nazi Ulster loyalist supporters. Tyndall parades through London in the 





early 1970s with leading loyalists, including the former commander of the B Specials (wearing white mac) 


Tyndall betrays BNP loyalists 
in effort to save his own skin 


ince John Tyndall, the British 

National Party leader, publicly 

denounced Combat 18 and its 
most active family, the Sargents, as a 
bunch of MI5 assets and thugs in the 
September issue of his magazine 
Spearhead, he has stumbled from bad 
to worse inside his own party. 


The long running row in the BNP’s 
Yorkshire region, once the jewel in the party’s 
crown, was brought to a head with a visit to 
the county at the beginning of October by the 
BNP fiihrer in person. Rather than dealing 
firmly with the civil war raging there, he 
* managed to offend the most loyal of his 
allies, who have stuck with him through thick 
and thin and are devotedly national socialist. 
Instead he came down on the side of one man 
who is still strongly suspected of being a state 
asset, another who is an ultra-right-wing Tory 
rather than a national socialist and, in his stu- 
pidity, a third who is the liaison between 
Yorkshire BNP activists on the one hand and 
the Sargent family and the National Socialist 
Alliance, Combat 18’s political wing, on the 
other. 

To make matters worse, the October issue 
of Spearhead contained.another attack on the 
C18 leadership and entered the realms of fan- 
tasy by declaring that Leeds BNP took on 
C18 and gave C18 a thorough thrashing. Most 
observers of the conflict between C18 and the 
BNP in Yorkshire think Tyndall’s lacklustre 
leadership has entered a phase of pure inven- 


tion. It cannot be long before BNP members 
ask him to state publicly when he decided to 
use the Goebbels doctrine on his members: 
tell them a lie often enough and they will 
believe it. His remaining members may wait a 
long time for an honest answer. 

At the very moment that Tyndall was in 
Yorkshire laying down the law, the Blackpool 
BNP Branch, unit or cell, or whatever it 
called itself, defected to the NSA lock, stock 
and barrel. Dave Blezard, the former 
Blackpool BNP organiser, was seen talking to 
himself in a local park, possibly as a substi- 
tute for having any members to converse 
with. 

The change of horses after the NSA turned 
up in Blackpool for a secret meeting in 
August (see Searchlight, September 1995) 
came as no surprise. Local people had recent- 
ly reported low level anti-Jewish activities in 
the area, such as C18 stickers on Jewish 
premises. The C18-NSA machine is rolling 
on in London too, with a number of south 
London members of the International Third 
Position joining up. 

Tyndall’s problems may not be at an end. In 
late September Charlie Sargent invited BNP 
members from the Greater London area to 
meet him and some of his officers in Holborn. 
Representatives from every BNP branch and 
unit in the Greater London area were present. 

Sargent clearly had inside information from 
the BNP about the contents of Tyndall’s 
article on him and C18 in the forthcoming 
issue of Spearhead. The tip off may have 


came from Anthony Hancock, the notorious 
nazi printer, who services both the BNP and 
C18. 

In the article Tyndall is clearly looking for 
some form of rapprochement with ordinary 
activists in the NSA and C18, by saying he is 
not against them but only against their lead- 
ers. He goes on to repeat his earlier attacks on 
the Sargents and their operations on behalf of 
the state. The reason for Tyndall softening his 
attitude towards C18’s members is the grow- 
ing number of complaints to him from his 
own members, many of whom have, or are 
about to, desert his sinking ship. 

Another big problem for Tyndall is that he 
is a bad liar. Why does he tell his readers that 
the booklet he issued attacking C18 is nothing 
to do with him and that he has only seen one 
copy? BNP members know full well that at a 
meeting held in the Midlands in August he 
personally alerted his key members to expect 
copies to arrive at their branch and unit box 
numbers, which they eventually did. 
Searchlight does not say that Tyndall wrote 
the booklet, but the claim that it was written 
by an unknown former C18 member does not 
hold water. C18’s prime suspect, Tony 
Lecomber, the BNP’s tame bomber, is proba- 
bly also not be responsible and it may well 
have been written by somebody living in 
Wales. Tyndall’s denial of involvement in its 
circulation has left him looking both stupid 
and cowardly. 

So Sargent answered like with like and told 
the meeting in Holborn that, while he had no 
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time for Tyndall and his soft poli- 
cies, he did have respect for many of 
the BNP’s members and if they 
wanted to fight seats in local and 
national elections they should be 
protected. Then like some mediae- 
val war lord, or perhaps more like a 
thug running a protection racket, he 
offered them his protection during 
future election campaigns and other 
public activities. 

What prompted this offer was the 
attempt by Derek Beackon and three 
other BNP activists to leaflet a pub 
in the East End of London, which 
ended up in the local hospital casu- 
alty unit (See Searchlight, 
September 1995). Sargent said this 
type of thing should not be allowed 
to happen again and with his gang 
to hand it would not. He probably 
had in mind C18’s recent interven- 
tion in a west London council by- 
election in which the BNP candi- 
date, Warren Glass, had C18’s mus- 
cle backing him up in a campaign 
that left many people injured, 
including a police officer and the 
newly elected Labour councillor. 

Reports say that the BNP mem- 
bers at the meeting were only too 
pleased to accept Sargent’s offer. 
Part of the deal was that they would 
marginalise the BNP’s national 
chief steward, Ian Dell, at future 
events and elections. A four-man 
group to coordinate the BNP-C18 
defence, or more accurately attack, 
squads was set up with Dave King 
from east London and Warren Glass 
in key roles. 

More formal complaints have also 
been made to Tyndall over the lack 
of security for BNP members and 
supporters. Tyndall appears to want to stay 
out of the argument by saying he will leave it 
up to the members how they arrange their 
own defence. 

The new security arrangements could be 
put to the test this month as a council by-elec- 
tion has been called in Limehouse ward, 
Tower Hamlets, a neighbouring area to 
Millwall ward, the scene of Beackon’s short- 
lived by-election victory. Reminiscent of the 
horror film, American Werewolf in London, 
the BNP will be fielding Gordon Callow as its 
candidate. Callow is well known for his 
attraction to all things lupine. 

Security for the campaign was discussed, in 
the absence of Dell, at an East London branch 
meeting on 18 October, which was addressed 
by Richard Edmonds representing the party’s 
headquarters. It appears that everybody kept 
quiet about the role that C18 would be play- 
ing in the party’s ongoing security arrange- 
ments, but it was decided that no canvassing 
would take place unless a minimum of 15 
able-bodied members could be put on the 
streets. 

With C18 challenging Tyndall on the secu- 
rity front, it might have been expected that he 
would consolidate his support in Yorkshire, 
where many have supported him for many 
years. However his recent actions in the 
region have left him almost universally 
despised by formerly loyal members. 
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He has dropped Sid Carthew, a veteran 


nazi, from his position as the party’s 
Yorkshire regional organiser and, although he 
has not yet appointed a replacement, he 
appears to be placing a huge amount of 
authority in the hands of Iain Wilson from 
Dewsbury, a former BBC employee and ex(?) 
Tory. He has marginalised Geoff Brown, ide- 
ologically one of the hardest men in Britain’s 
national socialist right, in deference to the 
views of David Owens, the former Third 
Positionist, who many BNP members think 
has state links. Finally, it may be because of 
Mick Gibson’s objections to Tyndall’s shift 
towards right-wing Toryism that he has been 
passed over as a potential regional organiser 
or at the very least Leeds branch organiser. 
Gibson, a Leeds bus driver and very long- 
standing nazi activist, now finds himself hav- 
ing to run around trying to clear up a string of 
problems created by Owens, the outgoing 
branch organiser, and having to watch his 
every word when talking about C18 in case 
what he says is relayed back to the Sargents 
by the new branch organiser, Tony 
McDonald, who doubles as C18’s liaison 
man. 

While Brown and Gibson have a lot more 
spine than Carthew and are of a more, how 
shall we put it, sober nature, they have been 
left with an almost unacceptable situation due 
to Tyndall’s political cowardice. Although 
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Left: displaced by Combat 18: lan Dell, 
still officially the BNP’s chief steward. 
Above: A finger in everybody's pie: 
Anthony Hancock, the notorious nazi 
printer 


Tyndall still claims to be a “racial national- 
ist’, Le, a national socialist, the truth is that 
he is now happier in the company of far-right 
Tories than that of his old political front fight- 
ing comrades of yesteryear. 

Carthew also found himself left out on a 
limb after charges arising from the trouble at 
the Halifax meeting (Searchlight, October 
1995) were dropped against all the other nazi 
defendants except him. He was due back in 
court late last month. 

By treating Brown badly, Tyndall could 
suffer on two fronts. Firstly, he stands to lose 
the blind and stupid loyalty through thick and 
thin of Brown, the national socialist. But sec- 
ondly, he has clearly overlooked the fact that 
as well as the great deal of personal loyalty 
Brown attracts from the national socialists in 
the BNP, both young and old, he has also 
functioned particularly well as a go-between 
to the far-right Tories in the once-banned 
Yorkshire Monday Club and even in more 
mainstream Conservative organisations in the 
county. 

Owens, at the same time as attempting to 
destroy Brown’s chances of a return to office 
in the county, was also prepared to point the 
finger at the young psychopath Dave 
Appleyard, accusing him of being a police 
informant. Whatever else Appleyard might do 
in his spare time, it is not likely that he is a 
police errand boy as he is too criminally 
inclined. 

If Owens is dodgy, as the late BNP parlia- 
mentary candidate Stanley Clayton Garnett 
suspected, he has done a first class job of 
pulling the wool over Tyndall’s eyes and 
marginalising three of the best BNP stalwarts 
in the county. Rumours are circulating widely 
that all three long-time nazis are looking for a 
genuine nazi party to move over to. 

What may make matters even worse for 
Tyndall is a bubbling situation over the odd 
sexual proclivities of some of his members in 
the Northwest and in Yorkshire itself. 

The strategy, suspected of being put into 





effect by the security services, of a pincer 
movement to finish off the BNP and its main- 
land loyalist allies by means of a “softly, soft- 
ly” approach from Nick Griffin and his 
friends on one side and a more heavy duty 
approach by Charlie Sargent and C18 on the 
other, appears rapidly to be coming to 
fruition. The only difficulties are how to 
achieve this without too much bloodshed 
among law abiding members of the public, 
and the great deal of care that has to be taken 
to rid the party of old nazis like Gibson, 
Brown and Carthew, in case they figure out 
what is going on and try, with other party 
loyalists, to rescue the BNP from final disas- 
ter and prevent its politically blinkered leader 
from sinking without trace despite himself. 


Early warning 


lans by Combat 18 to disrupt 

the international football match 

between Norway and England 
in Oslo last month went badly awry. 
C18’s intention was to spark another 
riot of the type that occurred in Dublin 
in February, thereby capturing the 
international headlines and _ getting 
television coverage that would have 
been seen by millions of viewers 
around the world. 

Searchlight warned of the nazis’ plans ear- 
lier this year and alerted anti-fascists in 
Norway and other parts of Scandinavia. C18 
firmed up its plans at a secret international 
meeting in Denmark in early, March, together 
with nazis from Denmark, Norway and 
Sweden. Preparations were continued by 
Charlie Sargent, the C18 street leader, and 


It is interesting that the much vaunted BNP 
publication, The Rune, edited by Nick Griffin 
and produced by John Merritt, his new neigh- 
bour in Wales, has once again been delayed. 
Word is that Griffin is waiting to see which 
way the wind blows before sending out the 
next edition. He had been telling his fan club 
that the next issue would include the subtitle 
“In support of National Socialism”, but as 
Tyndall has not quite ended his political 
career, Griffin is clearly worried that he may 
be jumping the gun. On the other hand it is 
clear that the Sargents are putting pressure on 
Griffin to bring The Rune into the NSA fold. 

The reappearance of The Oak, John Cato’s 
pure national socialist publication, much of 
which is written by Griffin, has caused only a 


thwarts C18’s 


other British nazis present at the disastrous 
Hess march in Roskilde in Denmark in late 
August. 

By this time the international anti-fascist 
movement was meeting MPs and police offi- 
cers, in particular those in the specialist anti- 
football hooligan squads, to ensure they were 
ready to deal with the travelling nazi thugs. 

At the last moment C18’s leaders saw that 
their efforts were likely to meet with stiff 
opposition from the Norwegian police. They 
therefore stood down most of their members 
and threw everything into the one opportunity 
they saw to get the C18 banner on worldwide 
television. But even this ploy, in cooperation 
with Danish nazis, flopped when two men 
travelling into Norway were stopped by 
the police and searched. Nothing was found 
on the British C18 activist, but the Danish 
nazi with him had the C18 banner in his 





Left: Dave King, now heading the BNP’s four-man security 
team. Above: BNP leader John Tyndall. For Odin’s sake, 
can’t one of his members buy him a.new suit, and perhaps a 
new party while they’re about it 


small ripple on the already complex scene. 
The magazine is but a shadow of its former 
self; gone is the glossy paper and large num- 
ber of pages, instead it looks as though the 
young Lincolnshire homesteader has run it off 
in his back room. It is also full of reprints 
rather than original articles. 

He does however announce the fact that the 
National Alliance (not to be confused with 
the NSA) is now putting out regular material 
on the Internet. 

The most interesting article in this issue is a 
half-hearted attack on the unnamed Combat 
18 as being agents of the state. Who should 
know better than Nick Griffin? Or maybe he 
is too preoccupied whistling that old favourite 
“I’m a lumberjack and I don’t care”. 


football plans 


luggage. Both men and the banner were 
seized. 

Those nazis who were still set to go to the 
match were stopped on the way by deter- 
mined and effective police action. A train 
from Sweden was halted and several nazi 
activists were arrested. A police raid on a 
small town just outside Oslo netted a number 
of nazis from Britain and Scandinavia. A 
plane from Newcastle was met by police and 
more than 20 its passengers got themselves an 
early shower as they were put on a flight back 
home. 

Telephone calls from Scandinavia to anti- 
fascists in Britain threatened to set fire to 
Oslo and attack black people there. If there 
were any such plans, they ended up a damp 
squib, like most of Sargent’s promises these 
days. 

The match was drawn nil-nil and by all 
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accounts was as boring as one of Sargent’s 
speeches. 

The word is that a large number of English 
football hooligans are beginning to voice their 
disapproval of and concern about C18’s 
antics, which are bringing the authorities 
down on their heads as well. Some are con- 
sidering having “a few words” with C18’s 
rotund mini fiihrer at the earliest opportunity. 

At the same time as C18’s football activi- 
ties are floundering, the game is building up a 
strong response to racism, with dozens of 
clubs now involved in excellent initiatives. It 
is hoped that next year’s European Cup 
matches due to be played in Britain will be 
accompanied by many local and _ national 
events to bring people of all races and coun- 
tries together rather than drive them apart. 
Searchlight would be happy to hear from 
readers who are interested in such initiatives 
and put them in touch with other fans running 
such schemes. 

The Commission for Racial Equality and 
the Professional Footballers’ Association 
(PFA) have run a joint campaign since August 
1993 to Kick Racism out of Football. A sec- 
ond issue of Kick It, the campaign’s excellent 
magazine produced recently, contains news of 
the campaign, highlights the roles of the 
clubs, the authorities and the fans, and fea- 
tures articles on European football, women’s 
football and racism in other sports. It comes 
with a well produced colour poster. 

The PFA has recently returned to main- 
stream trade union activity by rejoining the 
TUC. Gordon Taylor of the PFA told this 
year’s TUC conference in September: “As the 
son of a former trade union full-time official I 
am glad to see the PFA rejoining the TUC.” 
At the same session Bob Purkiss of the 
TGWU said that he had been a football refer- 
ee for 14 years and had a great deal of con- 
cern about the game. 

An excellent television advertisement star- 
ring Eric Cantona, calling for an end to 
racism in the game, has been sponsored by 
the sports equipment company Nike. Key 
players in the campaign are Liverpool’s John 
Barnes, Tony Adams, the Arsenal and 
England Captain, and the Dutch star Ruud 
Gullit, who plays for Chelsea. 

However, one top player, Ian Wright of 
Arsenal, accused the Football Association of 
taking part in a sham and told the media that 
despite the claim that football has cleaned up 
its act over racism, it is still a bad place for 
black players. While he accepted that the 
game was not as bad as a few years ago when 
Cyril Regis used to get bullets through the 
post and come out of matches to find his car 
covered in banana skins, he thought that the 
Football Association needed to get a lot more 
serious if this campaign is not to be a five 
minute wonder. 

Plenty of lip service has been paid in the 
past to combating racism in football but not 
enough practical work has been done to com- 
bat it effectively. There is now a real opportu- 
nity for change and it should be grasped with 
both hands by players, officials and more 
importantly the fans themselves. 

Displacing the nazis of C18 from the ter- 
races is only a small part of the problem. 
Only a long term commitment by those who 
control the game can defeat racism root and 
branch. 
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NSA nazis run riot in 


s the trial opened at Swansea 

Crown Court of five young 

men for the murder earlier 
this year of Mohan Singh Kullar, a 61- 
year-old Asian shopkeeper, during a 
racist attack on his shop and home, 
Combat 18 made its own contribution 
to the rise in racist activity in Wales. 


To commemorate the second anniversary of 
the death of Britain’s top racist musician, Ian 
Stuart Donaldson, in a car smash, Combat 18 
brought together 300 young nazis from all 
over Europe, including a band from Sweden 
called Swastika and even some nazis who 
came all the way from Poland. 

Other bands playing at the nazi gig includ- 
ed the Cardiff band Celtic Warrior, Brutal 
Attack, Razors Edge and the reformed No 
Remorse without Paul Burnley, who is now 
considered to be a traitor, but with Will “Wilf 
the Beast” Browning playing bass guitar. 

Another band doing its stuff was Warlord, 
which includes a number of players from 
Donaldson’s band, Skrewdriver, which ceased 
to play after his death. Speculation is now rife 








on the nazi music scene that a new band 
bearing the name Skrewdriver will soon be 
playing. 

Swastika stayed on in Britain after the 
Welsh gig and attended a National Socialist 
Alliance meeting in London. 

Using the name Earl Jones and an address 
in Churchill Way, Caerphilly, the organisers 
had booked a local community centre for “‘a 
wedding party”. Tickets for the concert were 
£10 and all the bands had their own stalls, 
which did a big trade in nazi material from 
CDs and videos to tee-shirts. Sales of drugs 
on the side must have brought in a large 
amount of additional income for the gangsters 
who run Combat 18. 

A stall selling Blood and Honour and 
National Socialist Alliance material was 
being run by Keith Hope, a British National 
Party member from London. The NSA is the 
political wing of Combat 18. 

One of the big talking points at the gather- 
ing was the reformation of the notorious band 
from the Northeast, Skullhead. Kev Turner, 
the band’s psychotic founder, appears to be 
off the scene, but Craig Bond has just been 


P CRUSADERS Ft 


Left: Kicking off the action: Mark 
Atkinson football thug and terrorist. 
Above: Razor’s Edge, who played in 
Caerphilly, have also been C18’s musi- 
cal emissaries in Northern Ireland. 
Below: Attend a Blood and Honour 
gig, do not pass go, do not pick up 
£200, go directly to prison 
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Caerphilly 


released from prison and this may be one of 
the reasons for the band’s re-emergence. 

The man in charge of the proceedings was 
Mark Atkinson, the well known football 
hooligan and thug, notorious for his past 
attacks on synagogues and students, thuggery 
at football matches and his key involvement 
in the attack on the Chelsea football support- 
ers’ pub in London last year. 

He appeared to be looking for trouble from 
the moment he arrived in the area and target- 
ed a local pub, The Bowls, which he thought 
was full of “reds”. In fact only the usual 
Saturday drinkers were there with some of 
their families who had come to watch the 
boxing match on television between the local 
fighter Steve Robinson and Prince Nasseem 
Hamed from Sheffield. 

Earlier in the afternoon some of the nazis, 
including some from Denmark, Germany and 
The Netherlands, had scouted out the pub to 
see whether it would make a good target. At 
the concert Atkinson told the audience, now 
high on booze, drugs and their own sense of 
self-importance and power, that the “reds” 
were at the pub. Ignoring attempts by some 
local nazis to explain that the people at the 
pub were only ordinary families, a section of 
the audience headed for The Bowls. Wielding 
baseball bats and iron bars, they stormed in 
through the doors, letting off tear gas canis- 
ters. This first rush was driven back by local 
people, in fear for their lives and those of 
their families, including a number of children. 

In a second attack the nazis smashed some 
of the pub’s windows and tried to enter 
through them, but it appears that they got as 
good as they gave. Despite a local press 
report that made it seem like the result was 
ten-nil to the nazis, local people claim the 
final score was more likely to have been six 
to one in favour of the pubgoers. 

The Western Mail described the attackers 
as National Front supporters, despite the fact 
that they had left behind their trademark, the 
Combat 18 calling cards. Much of the press 
still seems to be stuck in the 1970s when the 
National Front was Britain’s largest fascist 
organisation. 

Searchlight can reveal that Combat 18 had 
set up a local “cell” shortly before the nazi 
concert, run by a local man, David Braddon 
from Atlee Court, Llansbury Park, Caerphilly, 
under the guise of “Wolf’s Lair”, using post 
office box number 35, Caerphilly, as his cover 
address. Local anti-fascists to whom 
Searchlight passed this information are deter- 
mined not to allow Combat 18 to gain any 
further footholds in the area. 

Although the nazis caused a mini riot and 
25 van loads of police were needed to sur- 
round the hall where the concert was taking 
place, according to press reports only two 
nazis were detained and it remains unclear 
whether they have been charged with any 
offence. 

The nazis had made strenuous efforts to 
delude anti-fascists into thinking that the gig 
was to be in the Derby area or at least redi- 
rected from there. However as usual Search- 
light “moles” had no difficulty attending the 
event and gathered much useful information. 





Sargent (centre) with his troops, a man with a Napoleon complex? 


Combat 18 hate sheet 
announces its closure 


The October 1995 edition of Putsch, the 
monthly newssheet of both Combat 18 and its 
political wing, the National Socialist 
Alliance, informed its readers that it was 
going to cease publication at issue number 
40, that is in a year from now. Their other 
monthly publication, The Order, seems 
already to have gone with the wind. 

The editor claims that by this time he will 
have moved on from “reading and talking” 
and “will join his troops in the field of battle”. 
He believes the NSA will have peaked in its 
recruitment and while new faces may be 
pulled in as they arrive on the scene, for the 
time being at least it will have achieved its 
aim of bringing together most of Britain’s 
nazis. 

He ends his editorial by saying that 
“Together we are strong” is the NSA’s battle 
cry and calling for “RAHOWA” to begin. 
RAHOWA is the nazis’ abbreviation for 
“racial holy war”. 

Elsewhere in this issue Putsch exaggerates 
the numbers attending the Caerphilly Blood 
and Honour gig, not merely doubling the true 
figure but trebling it. The report claims that 
C18 injured 38 people and that the riot police 
stormed the hall where the gig took place, 
getting stuck into the nazi music fans. 
Reports from Wales indicate that a few nazis 
were arrested in possession of offensive 
weapons and that the police gathered several 
names and addresses of those attending the 
gig. More arrests could follow. 

What Putsch fails to mention is that Charlie 
Sargent reportedly jumped onto the stage at 
the arrival of the forces of law and order and 
called on his followers to attack the police. 
There could be a good reason for this omis- 
sion; this is not the first time that Sargent’s 
actions have led his followers into confronta- 
tions with the police that have left them 
bloody, bruised, arrested and with their per- 
sonal details in the hands of the authorities. 


Putsch also gives no indication of the source 
of the fair amount of CS gas let off in the 
direction of the police. 

The presence of Alan Beshella, the British 
Ku Klux Klan leader and child molester, early 
in the evening was more likely to have been 
for a C18/NSA private meeting that was tak- 
ing place in the area at the same time as the 
concert. 

The true reason for NSA’s retreat from pub- 
lic view may be because both Searchlight and 
John Tyndall, leader of the British National 
Party, have accused it of being a state opera- 
tion. Some NSA members have been quietly 
withdrawing and fresh members of other far- 
right organisations may be reluctant to join. 
The NSA is still trying very hard to forge 
links with other nazi terrorists abroad, where 
these accusations may be less well known. 

The word in some security service quarters 
is that the job Combat 18 was set up to do 
may be reaching its end, with a number of 
arrests of loyalists who have rejected the 
peace process in Northern Ireland and the 
seizure of large quantities of arms and drugs 
heading in that direction. 

Tyndall’s delusion of grandeur that C18 
was set up as a honey trap to close down the 
BNP will be met with a loud laugh in many 
quarters. To paraphrase the song, who do you 
think you are kidding, Mr Tyndall? 

Although the editor of Putsch promised to 
lay off the Yorkshire BNP, he clearly could 
not resist putting the boot into David Owens, 
albeit without naming him, claiming respon- 
sibility for “the ex ? army intelligence officer 
being putsched”. But his description of 
Tyndall’s hair piece as “rat tails sellotaped to 
his head” is a bit below the belt. 

Having put together this rabble calling 
itself the NSA, its leaders appear to have no 
political programme except to get them all 
nicked — a prospect to gladden anyone’s 
heart. 
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sy ROUND-UP on RACISM 


British laws violate 
human rights of Gypsies 


The European Commission for 
Human Rights has ruled that British 
laws requiring planning permission 
for Gypsies to stay on their own land 
violate Gypsies’ right to a traditional 
lifestyle. 


The case was brought by June Buckley, 31, 
who was refused permission to live on land 


she owned near Willingham, South 
Cambridgeshire. South 
Cambridgeshire Council tried to 


persuade her to move to an “official” 
Gypsy site. She refused, saying it was 








overcrowded, had crime problems and was 
too violent for her three young children. 

Mrs Buckley, whose children attend a local 
school, said: “More and more travellers want 
to stay in one place, but they don’t build nice 
sites for us.” 

Mrs Caroline O’Connell, who is married to 

a Gypsy, pointed out the widespread 
discrimination faced by Gypsies trying to get 
planning permission from local authorities. In 
a letter to 
the Daily 
Mail she 
Wor Ont ce: 
“No Gypsy 
family has 
ever been 
pi ivsern 
planning 
permission 
to build on 
their own 
property 
in my area, 
Test Valley 
in Hamp- 
shire. But 
when, after several 
unsuccessful attempts, 
Gypsies have sold their 
land, planning permission 
has been readily 
forthcoming for someone 
else.” 
She explained that 
planning permission had 
been granted for things 
such as “chicken 
factories” in rural areas. 
Official Gypsy sites are, 
she said, placed close to 
council tips, incinerators 
or sewage farms. 

The decision by the 
European Commission for 
Human Rights will be 





examined by the 
European Court of 
Human Rights in 


February. Even if the 
Commission’s decision is 
not upheld, the British 
government is likely to 
face further legal battles 
in Europe over the human 


rights of Gypsies. 
Peter Mercer of the Romany Council joins trade unionists A great many 
in a common struggle against racism, at the TUC’s east commentators think that 
London march in spring 1994. Inset: Andrew Burke the abolition of the 
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Caravan Sites Act and the provisions of the 
Criminal Justice Act are — grossly 
discriminatory against Gypsy travellers. 

@ A local newspaper in Wales has launched a 
vicious tirade against Gypsies. Under the 
headline “Gypsy camp cost shock”, the South 
Wales Evening Post claimed to reveal that 
“itinerants... have cost council tax payers 
hundreds of thousands of pounds”. 

The county council is trying to remove 
Gypsies from the Briton Ferry development 
site, which the paper describes as “potentially 
one of the most attractive industrial 
development sites in South Wales”. 

The paper brings up the usual prejudices 
about Gypsies, going on about the cost of 
clearing up “massive amounts of rubbish” and 
of policing the site. A new tack, in a year in 
which many have suffered from the inability 
of the water companies to meet demand, is 
the paper’s claim that the Gypsies have 
wasted “millions of gallons of water” by 
tampering with hydrants. 

The papers opinion column is a 
masterpiece of propaganda designed to stir up 
racism against Gypsies. It refers to the 
“problem of what to do about travelling 
families”, saying this has “bedevilled local 
councils”. Emotional language, such as 
“appalling”, “dreadful misbehaviour” and 
“angry”, is aimed at making the paper seem 
righteous, as is its theme that “Travellers 
must not be allowed to place themselves 
above the law”. 

Nowhere is there any recognition that 
Gypsies only camp illegally because there is 
nowhere for them to go legally; no suggestion 
that the council might save the money it 
claims to have spent on security and clearing 
rubbish by providing a decent alternative site. 

Across the Severn, in Bristol, the head of a 
security company which is involved in trying 
to evict Gypsies from an illegal camp has 
threatened to bring in the nazi terror group 
Combat 18 to help. 

Andrew Burke, managing director of 
System And Security, which uses the 
initials SAS, claimed local youths had 
contacted C18 and they were planning 
together to clear the site. 

Mr Burke, who was fined £300 in March 
for affray, said that he was considering 
mounting “a pre-emptive strike” against the 
travellers, whom he accused of being 
responsible for an explosion of crime. 

Presumably he thinks nazi terrorists make 
better neighbours than Gypsy families who 
simply want to be left to live their chosen way 
of life. 


Round Table dinner 
“like an NF meeting” 


Two black waitresses have given 
evidence to an industrial tribunal of 
the racist abuse they suffered at a 
Round Table dinner. 


The Round Table is an all male, largely 
white group of businessmen and 
professionals, who meet together with the 
intention of raising money for good causes. 

Freda Burton, 24, and Sonia Rhule, 31, are 
claiming compensation from the management 
of the Pennine Hotel for alleged racial 
discrimination. The Derby Round Table 
dinner was being addressed by comedian 
Bernard Manning when the waitresses 
entered the room. Mrs Burton said: “As we 
went in to clear the tables Mr Manning was 
talking about the Ku Klux Klan. One joke 
was connected with the sexual abilities of 
black men.” 

Manning also made jokes about Jewish, 
Irish and Asian people, and used the terms 


“wog”, “nigger” and “sambo’”. He picked on 


the waitresses to howls of laughter from the 
500-strong audience. 

When Mrs Burton bent over to pick up a 
cup, Manning said: “Very nice. That’s how I 
like my black pudding.” He also poked fun at 
her hair braids, saying: “Lend us one. I need 
some new shoelaces for my boots.” 

Manning also mocked Mrs Rhule, pointing 
at her and saying: “Very nice — that’s how I 
like my cocoa.” 

She said she was disgusted by Manning’s 
jokes and felt threatened by the atmosphere. 
“Tt was like a National Front meeting — 
obviously I’ve never been to one but that’s 
how I imagine them to be. 

“There were a lot of racist jokes and things 
being said. Everybody was laughing. That’s 
what makes me angry. Nobody said stop. 
They could see we were distressed.” 

The guests at one table, thought to be 
solicitors, were directly abusive to the 
waitresses. They made crude _ sexual 
comments and tried to put their arms around 


Racist police officer suspended 


A police officer has been suspended from 
duty after a Scottish court awarded £4,200 to 
an Asian student he assaulted. 

Aamer Anwar, 27, was a_ student at 
Glasgow University at the time of the attack, 
four years ago. PC Graham McKee, 34, 
spotted him flyposting and arrested him. PC 
McKee is said to have remarked: “This is 
what happens to black boys with big mouths.” 

Sheriff George Evans, at Strathclyde, found 
that PC McKee deliberately smashed Mr 
Anwar’s face into a concrete path and then 
repeated this action. Mr Anwar needed dental 
treatment costing £1,500 and now has to wear 
false teeth. He was also kicked in the stomach. 

PC McKee claimed that he had caught Mr 
Anwar and that they fell down an 
embankment, which caused the injuries. The 
Sheriff said that Mr Anwar and his two 
witnesses were far more convincing and 
acceptable than the three police officers, and 
that there was an “element of racial hatred” in 
what had happened. 

After the case Mr Anwar commented: 
“Money wasn’t the issue. No amount would 
recompense me for what he did. At the end of 
the day the Chief Constable has to act to ensure 
this kind of incident never happens again.” 

Although a policewoman was also present 
during the attack on Mr Anwar, only PC 
McKee has been suspended from duty. 


Accused of stealing own car 
A black British Rail ticket inspector was 
accused of stealing his own car. When he 
protested his innocence, he was arrested and 
charged with threatening words and 
behaviour. Magistrates dismissed the case. 

Mr Alwynne Stewart, from Kent, found 


that his car had been broken into. He reported 
the crime to the police, but on his way to 
work he was stopped by other police officers 
who accused him of stealing the car. 

He said: “I told them it wasn’t stolen and 
moved to get the necessary documents out of the 
glove compartment. They dragged me out of the 
car and lashed my wrists with handcuffs. They 
called me a black b*****d and one of them said: 
“Blacks always steal cars. You should be 
ashamed of yourself, working for BR.” 

Mr Stewart said that the police broke his 
little finger when they forced his hands into 
the handcuffs. He now plans to sue the police 
for wrongful imprisonment. 

Mr Stewart had only recently returned to 
work after being beaten up by a fare dodger. 


Police assault 

A black councillor in southeast London 
intends to bring an assault case against a 
police officer. 

Carl Boothe, who recently won Lakedale 
ward in Greenwich for the Labour Party, 
witnessed a traffic accident on Tottenham Court 
Road involving a white and a black driver. 

He intervened when the white driver began 
to shout racist abuse. Mr Boothe says a police 
officer shouted racist comments and threw him 
to the ground, causing actual bodily harm. 
After being held at Marylebone police station 
for three hours he was released without charge. 

After the incident his arm was in a sling for 
a week. He also suffered damage to his lower 
back, and a sprained shoulder. 

He made an official complaint and the 
matter is being investigated by the Police 
Complaints Authority. He still plans to bring 
an assault charge against the officer concerned. 


the women. When Mrs Rhule objected, one 
man said: “You are nobody — just a waitress.” 

Mrs Burton said she felt hurt, angry and 
degraded by the ordeal. “He made me feel 
that I was nothing and it has changed my 
life,’ she said. Both women left their jobs 
after the dinner. 

Hotel manager Andrew Pemberton said he 
felt the Round Table was more to blame than 
Manning. The organisation has now been 
barred from the hotel. He said he had written 
to the Round Table but it had refused to 
accept any responsibility or supply the names 
of the guests involved in the abuse. 

Macbool Javaid, solicitor for the 
Commission for Racial Equality, which is 
backing the case, said: “These women were 
exposed to the venom and racism of a 
comedian without anyone intervening. They 
were subjected to some of the most wild 
racist abuse imaginable. The employers ought 
to have seen the likelihood of this happening 
and taken appropriate action.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@GUILTY OF INCITEMENT 

A teenager in Southampton has been 
found guilty of inciting racial hatred. 
The youth, who was 14 at the time of the 
offence, cried in court and sobbed “I’m 
really sorry for what I’ve done”’. 

He stuck up fascist posters from 
Combat 18, with nazi symbols and anti- 
Jewish slogans, in the Lordshill area. 
Angry residents alerted the police who 
found further racist material in the 
youth’s home. 

He also admitted a charge of causing 
fear or provocation of violence. His 
solicitor told the court he had learned 
his views from older skinheads. 

He was sentenced to do 24 hours at an 
attendance centre and to pay £40 to a 
man he had racially abused. 

(Southern Daily Echo 29.9.95) 


@® RACISTS EVICTED 

A family whose teenage son carried out 
brutal racist attacks have been evicted 
from an Islington estate. 

The 15-year-old boy attacked and 
racially abused Bangladeshis in three 
families, causing one family to be 
rehoused. 

In one incident he stabbed a 21-year- 
old man in the hand with a flick knife 
and hit him with an iron bar. On 
another occasion he held up a cigarette 
lighter and threatened to burn a group 
of Asian boys alive. 

(Q News 23.9.95) 
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Racist attacks 
around the south 


A black councillor in Penarth, near Cardiff, 
was sent a miniature coffin through the post, 
in the latest episode in a race hate campaign. 

Since November last year, Cherry Short has 
received threatening letters from Combat 18 
and the “White Wolves”, containing razor 
blades. Abusive phone calls have been made 
to her home address and her car has been 
damaged with paint stripper and daubed with 
swastikas. 

Mrs Short come to Britain from the West 
Indies at the age of eight. During her eight 
years as a councillor for South Glamorgan she 
has campaigned against racism. 

She commented: “I am very angry about it 
all. I don’t necessarily think the people 
making these phone calls and sending the 
letters are sick. The campaign against me 
seems too concise, too organised.” 


East London 

A skinhead gang, consisting of three men and 
a woman, attacked an Asian taxi driver in 
Bethnal Green at the end of August. 

The taxi had picked up the group in Ilford. 
When it arrived at Bethnal Green, two of 
them attacked the driver and smashed a beer 
bottle over his head. They stole £50 and credit 
cards. One of the men smashed the cab’s 
windscreen and shouted: ‘“We’re the BNP” 


Nazism and 
extreme 
nationalism 
in Europe 


An attractive full-colour large 
poster containing information 
about nazism, fascism and extreme 
nationalism in western and eastern 
Europe. Includes annotated map, 
symbols of the main far-right 
groups and their ideological 
positions wherever nazis are active. 
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interested in European politics. 


Produced by Searchlight in conjunction 
with Humanist, the journal of the 
Humanist Association of Norway. 


473 x 690mm. 
High quality glossy paper. 
Sent in strong cardboard tube. 


Reduced to £5 incl postage. 


Please send payment with orders to: 
Searchlight, 37B new Cavendish Street, 
London WIM 83R. 
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before running off. 

In Limehouse a _ 66-year-old Asian 
pensioner was clubbed to the ground in a 
racist attack in Mile End Road. The man 
suffered bruises to the head, damaged teeth 
and cuts to his leg. Police have issued 
descriptions of two white youths. 

In Whitechapel, a white man in his twenties 
shouted racist abuse and assaulted two Asians 
in separate attacks. The assaults occurred in 
Sainsbury’s car park. In the first incident the 
man shouted abuse at an Asian women before 
attacking her husband. Five minutes later, 
another couple were abused and the man, 
sitting in his car, was punched in the face. 

In Poplar, two white boys assaulted two 
Asian teenagers. The boys, aged about eight, 
were with a white teenager. The boys hit the 
Asian lads with a heavy chain and struck one 
on the head with a bottle, knocking him to the 
ground. 


South London 

A young Asian man was dragged into a car by 
three white men, where he was racially 
abused and slashed with a knife. Majit Zia, 
27, was dumped half a mile away. He needed 
27 stitches to his hand, ear and thigh. 

The attackers were driving a white Ford 
and one of them was wearing a Union Jack 
tee-shirt. All were in their mid twenties. 

Mr Zia was abducted at 10.15pm on 
26 August at the junction of Ansell Road and 
Upper Tooting Street. He was dumped near 
Tooting Bec underground station. 

The local Asian community are angry at 
what they see as the inadequate response by 
the police. At a public meeting called by the 
Pakistan Welfare Association, residents made 
a number of positive suggestions, including a 
leaflet asking for witnesses to come forward 
and a poster requesting information at the site 
of the attack. 

Councillor Sadiq Khan said: “A young, fit 
man nearly died in the hands of these racists 
and people are naturally shocked. But it 
should not be left to local people to conduct 
the inquiry. The police should have these 
initiatives.” 

The police admitted that they had not been 
able to find any witnesses to the attack, but 
said it was hoped to feature the crime on 
Crime Monthly. 

Police in the Elephant and Castle area are 
linking a petrol bomb attack on a house with 
an assault a few hours earlier on two Asian 
girls. The assault left one girl unconscious 
and the other with a broken wrist. Police think 
that the house, near where the assault took 
place, was petrol bombed in revenge. 


Bournemouth 
The Iranian manager of a fast food restaurant 
was beaten up by a gang of white youths in 
the latest of a series of racist attacks. 

Majid Banai, 50, manager of the Perfect 


Fried Chicken in Parkstone, was attacked by 
two men who tried to leave without paying. 
Ten other youths joined in, smashing the 
window and a menu on the wall. Mr Banai 
suffered a fractured cheekbone and extensive 
facial bruising. 

Mr Mohsen Saam, who witnessed the 
attack, said: “The two men got the food, 
refused to pay and when the manager 
demanded the money they started abusing us, 
calling us ‘Pakis’ and shouting racial abuse. 
As soon as Banai went to shut the door they 
grabbed him and hit him with a a metal 
object.” 

He continued: “This is not the first time 
and we think this was pre-planned. This has 
been going on for over a year. The people 
come in, break windows, hit staff and run 
away. 

“It is definitely a racist issue. They shout 
‘bloody Pakis’ all the time, the tension is 
racially motivated.” 

He accused the police of ignoring the 
situation. 


Oxford 

An Asian family have been forced out of their 
home on the Rose Hill estate by a racist mob. 
Mr Eliza Ahmad, 39, said his family had had 
to put up with a two year campaign. 

Recently his car was vandalised and the 
tyres were slashed. 

A mob, including children as young as 11, 
gathered outside his house, chanting racial 
abuse and throwing stones. 

He was threatened with violence if he 
went outside. Mr Ahmad called the police 
but the mob reappeared as soon as the police 
had left. 

He said he was worried about the safety of 
his wife and two young children, aged four 
and ten. “I don’t know why this has happened 
to my family. We just want to get out as soon 
as possible,” he said. 


Taunton 
Three Indian restaurant workers were beaten 
up by a gang of white youths. 

The attack, which took place in the early 
evening, started after a gang of eight to ten 
white youths shouted racist abuse at the men. 
One of the gang led the assault and the rest 
joined in. 

One of the restaurant workers, aged 23, 
needed eight stitches in a cut above his eye. 
Another suffered severe bruising. All required 
hospital treatment. 

The white gang, aged in their twenties, 
were dressed in jeans and tee-shirts. They 
made off in a white van, which had green 
lettering underlined in red. 

The mayor of Taunton, Jean Hole, said she 
was appalled to hear of such an attack in a 
“civilised place like Taunton”. Acting Chief 
Inspector Phil Joy said the police were 
treating the attack “‘very seriously”. 
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Greenwich Action Committee Against Racist Attacks, leading community activists in the Stephen Lawrence campaign, 


demonstrate their support for the family 





Lawrence family reject CPS offer 


The parents of the murdered teenager 
Stephen Lawrence have passed a 
crucial stage in their battle to see 
justice. Two men have been committed 
for trial accused of murder, as a result 
of a private prosecution brought by 
Neville and Doreen Lawrence. Neil 
Acourt, 20, and Luke Knight, 18, will 
stand trial at the Old Bailey. 

The Crown Prosecution Service had 
dropped the case because it decided there was 
“insufficient evidence”. The Lawrences have 
had two years of campaigning and fund 
raising to try and secure justice for their son. 


So far they have raised £45,000 towards a 
target of £100,000, largely as a result of 
donations from the black community. 

Stephen Lawrence, 18, an A level student, 
was stabbed to death by a racist gang in April 
1993, while waiting for a bus. 

After the two men were sent for trial, the 
Crown Prosecution Service said it would 
“reconsider” the case. Ther “Ges 
announcement was treated with scorn by the 
family. In a statement they said: “We have 
come this far without the CPS and it’s our 
wish to continue to the end without their 
involvement. 

“Throughout this prosecution we have had 


a role and a voice. We are not about to lose 
that freedom to a body that was tone deaf to 
our existence and our needs and concerns.” 

The Assistant Commissioner of the 
Metropolitan Police, Ian Johnston, was 
present at the committal proceedings. He said: 
“I came to wish the family well and promise 
them our continued support.” 

The cases against two other men, Jamie 
Acourt, 18, and David Norris, 18, were 
dropped. They may now try to sue the 
Lawrences for malicious prosecution. A fifth 
man, Gary Dobson, 18, has not yet appeared 
in court and was due to face committal 
proceedings at the end of September. 


Abuse victims face deportation 


Two women — one a victim of a racist 
attack and the other a domestic slave 
tortured by her employers —- face 
deportation from Britain. 


Mrs Josephine Okeke was crippled in a 
racially motivated attack in 1990. She had to 
abandon her studies to become a nursery 
nurse. She now devotes her time to looking 
after her nine-year-old son, Andrew. Her 
husband, Jerome, was deported to Nigeria in 
1991. He was attacked in Nigeria and is now 
crippled. 

Mrs Okeke is being supported in her appeal 


against deportation by the Nnoko Omenala 
Ndi Igbo cultural organisation based in north 
London. 

Helen Samuel was brought into Britain as a 
domestic worker by her employers, Nigerian 
couple Truman and Philomena Abassah. 

The Abassahs treated Ms Samuel with 
revolting cruelty. She was whipped with a 
wire flex, starved until her weight fell to 38kg 
(six stone) and made to sleep outside like a 
dog. The Abassahs were sentenced to five 
years’ jail for assault and were deported to 
Nigeria after serving half the sentence. 

Ms Samuels was awarded £5,000 


compensation for her injuries. The Home 
Office is now trying to deport her back to 
Nigeria, where she faces _ possible 
victimisation from the Abassahs and their 
relatives. 

Kalayaan, an organisation which 
campaigns on behalf of overseas domestic 
workers, picketed the Home Office in protest. 
Spokesperson Margaret Healy said the Home 
Office decision was “scandalous and callous 
in the extreme”. She said the effect would be 
to discourage other young women in similar 
positions from coming forward to report such 
brutality. 
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Terror on the 
13th floor as nazi 7= 
bomber struck & 


he murder of a black woman in an arson attack on a flat 

in a London tower block may have been a racist killing. 

Peter Thurston, who was sentenced at the Old Bailey on 
27 September to life imprisonment for the murder of Donna 
O’Dwyer, was described during his trial as a victim of noise 
stress and his fascist links were played down. 


Media reports of the trial, at the end of 
which the judge directed that Thurston should 
serve at least 22 years, described him as a 
loner driven off his head by incessant noise 
from pay parties held by black neighbours in 
the Leyton tower block where he lived. 
Walthamstow Council is alleged to have 
received complaints dating back 13 years 
about noise coming from the victim’s flat, but 
nothing appears to have been done about it. 
The problem is said to have continued after a 
housing association took over management of 
the block. 

The media, therefore, depicted the killer in 
the role of white victim of black parties. 
However noise in flats is a common problem. 
It is not only black people who have parties 
and it is not only whites who are disturbed by 
noise or other selfish behaviour by their 
neighbours. Nobody else reacted by attempt- 
ing to burn alive the occupants of a flat 
packed full of people, an attack that left a 26- 
year-old mother dead and 15 others injured. 

Thurston, 34, the father of two children, 
was described during his trial as a mild-man- 
nered man employed by British Telecom. His 
defence said the attack was out of character 
and only came about because of the noise. 
However with the jury absent the judge heard 
that work mates of mild-mannered Mr 
Thurston had heard him refer to black people 
as niggers. He had allegedly told colleagues 
how he hated black parties and had said: 
“They should be put down”. 

As the trial progressed it became apparent 
from other witnesses that this attack was not 
an isolated incident. Seven months earlier 
another black family in the block had gone to 
church leaving two of their children, aged 11 
and 12, at home. One had been bouncing a 
ball on the floor when Thurston kicked his 
way into their home and, wielding a baseball 
bat, smashed up furniture and hit one of the 
girls. The family did not report the incident, 
apparently through fear of Thurston. 

The decision by the judge and prosecution 
to keep some of this vital information from 
the jury was very strange to say the least. 
Evidence of his fascist connection was also 
played down because of the perverse view 
that it might cloud the jury’s consideration of 
the theory that “noise rage” was the sole 
cause of the murderous attack. The view 
taken seems to be that it is better to treat the 
case as an ordinary murder divorced from 
racist politics and that juries cannot be trusted 
to consider a racist motive. 
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One possibility is that 
senior officers of the crim- 
inal justice system had 
made a connection 
between this case and the 
ongoing activities of the 
nazi terrorists of Combat 
18 and the unheeded 
warnings that have been 





put before the House of Commons 
Home Affairs Committee, the 
Attorney General, the Prime 
Minister and the Home Secretary, 
not just by Searchlight but by 
numerous MPs from all parties and 
many senior police officers. Media 
headlines about noise rage cause less 
of a stir than headlines about nazi 
terrorism and questions about lack of 
action. 

Thurston is clearly a racist who 
talks about putting down black peo- 
ple and their social activities. He 
attacks black neighbours’ children. 
He stockpiles 700 books on guns, 
bomb making and fascism. He also 
has a fair amount of what was 
described as National Front material 
in his flat and some police officers 


pe 4 









Above: the victim, Donna 
O'Dwyer. Left: an artist's 
impression of Thurston 
during the trial. Below: 
the block of flats in 
Leyton where the attack 
took place 


suggested he was a former 
member of the NF. But it is not 
the NF which is advocating 
murder and bombing and actu- 
ally distributing material on 
how to target potential victims, 
make bombs and kill; 
it is Combat 18 with 
its so-called “leader- 
less resistance” strat- 
egy, which advocates 
that individuals or 
small groups of 
racists identify and 
attack targets in order 
to maim or kill them. 
Over the past three 
years Combat 18 has 
exhorted its activists 
and readers of its 
publications to action 
with the words: “We 
have given you the 
technology, now 
bomb the bastards”. 
As Searchlight 





goes to press, the Crown Prosecution Service 
has still not made up its mind whether to 
prosecute Paul David “Charlie” Sargent and 
Will “Wilf The Beast’” Browning for being in 
possession of Combat 18 magazines last 
January containing hit lists and bomb dia- 
grams. Nor has the magazine’s printer been 
brought before the courts. 

What is clear is that Thurston is a fascist 
and a racist. Some reports describe him as a 
former commando, others as a former territo- 


Cotterill fails 


egular readers of Searchlight will 
R=: followed the political antics of 

Mark Cotterill for some years with 
growing interest. Cotterill was at one time the 
National Front’s southwest England organis- 
er. As things went from bad to worse in the 
NF he moved into fresh pastures. But the 
range and width of these new political areas 
made one gasp. He joined the Conservative 
Party, he got involved with various anti- 
European factions and groups and managed at 
the same time to run a hardline fascist publi- 
cation, The British Patriot. 

During his time in the Conservative Party 
Searchlight published a photograph of him in 
the company of Charlie Sargent and Mark 
Atkinson, leading activists in Combat 18, at 
the 1993 international nazi rally in 
Diksmuide, Belgium. 

Last year he took to making strange 
telephone calls that were clearly intended to 
stir up trouble between anti-fascists and the 
far right in his local area. Both groups 
received calls which were intended to wind 
them up against each other. Not only did this 
ploy not work, but one of those on the receiv- 
ing end, whose wife was pregnant, com- 
plained bitterly to the police about Cotterill’s 
stupid games. 

The police appeared to have plenty of evi- 
dence against Cotterill but for some unex- 
plained reason the Crown Prosecution Service 


rial army soldier. He clearly identified his vic- 
tims and then used his technical skills to 
attack them. He assembled a petrol bomb and 
cut off the power supply in the target flat so 
that when the bomb exploded the victims 
would be left in a state of panic in pitch dark- 
ness high up inside a tower block. 





Left: was this 
from Combat 18's 
Redwatch the _inspira- 
tion for Thurston’s 
attack? Far left: the bolt 
cutters, balaclava, imi- 
tation firearm and bag 
that Thurston used in 
the attack 


image 


The final piece in the jig- 
saw was Thurston’s attire on 
the night of the attack. He 
presented himself at the door 
of the flat in the standard 
uniform for Combat 18 
“leaderless resistors”: com- 
bat gear and a ski-mask to 
hide his identity. The two 
minders on the door fled at 
the sight of the masked 
man carrying what they 
assumed to be a_ sub- 
machine gun and shouting 
“this is for you”, leaving him 
free to kick the bomb into 
the flat. Donna O’Dwyer 
died after leaping out of the 
13th floor window trying to 
escape the flames. Others 
were left burned and cut and 
in a deep state of shock. 

Thurston was convicted of arson and caus- 
ing grievous bodily harm with intent as well 
as murder. The gun was an imitation firearm, 
as unreal as the world that Thurston has been 
encouraged to create for himself by the pro- 
pagandists of Britain’s nazi right. 


to show up in witness box 


decided not to proceed against him. This 
came as no surprise to veteran Searchlight 
journalists as we had been told that, after 
Cotterill was caught going through the desk 
and paperwork of another fascist with whom 
he was staying, he was suspected of working 
either for us or for the state. 

When two local anti-fascists went to 
Cotterill’s home to ask him to desist from 
making hate calls to their families, in an 
exchange on the doorstep one of them was 
stabbed or slashed on the arm and Cotterill 
was left slightly the worse for wear. 

Despite the seriousness of the incident 
Cotterill was not charged, but the two anti- 
fascists were. Although Cotterill promised 
not to interfere with the course of justice, he 
published details of the two alleged 
assailants. After Searchlight reported the 
impending case, we were contacted by the 
police on behalf of the CPS. It rapidly 
became clear that “somebody” was looking 
for a reason to drop the case so that Cotterill 
would not have to go into the witness box and 
be cross examined over his “state” connec- 
tions. Neither Cotterill’s deliberate articles on 
the two defendants nor the CPS’s mistaken 
view that Searchlight’s article might be in 
breach of the rules governing disclosure 
before a trial, were enough to stop the case. 

Cotterill had taken to spending a lot of 
time in the USA and had written a series of 


articles about his trip in The British Patriot. 

Shortly before the trial of the two anti-fas- 
cists the CPS tried to persuade them to plead 
guilty in another attempt to keep Cotterill out 
of the witness box. Both defendants refused 
to make a deal as they were innocent and 
fully intended to cross examine Cotterill to 
find out what his real game was. 

How odd then that when the case was 
called the key witness, Mark Cotterill, was 
not present. After one adjournment the police 
told Graham Neville, the trial judge, that 
Cotterill was in the United States and that 
although they had now tracked him down it 
was highly unlikely that he would return. The 
judge had no choice but to dismiss the case 
against the two anti-fascists. 

Immediately the lie machine went into 
gear, suggesting that Cotterill had stayed 
away because of fear. The truth is that the 
“state” was prepared to waste thousands of 
pounds of public money and put two innocent 
men under pressure for many months in an 
effort to protect an “asset”. 

Searchlight’s understanding is that this was 
not a local Special Branch operation but was 
run by a higher authority. Once again we see 
certain sections of the security services pre- 
pared to allow their agents or assets a great 
deal of leeway in using violence to create a 
cover for their activities. Clearly the Combat 
18 situation does not stand alone. 
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Austrian crisis gives Haider chance of power 


he collapse of Austria’s coali- 

tion government on 12 October 

marks the end of 50 years of 
centrist consensus rule in the republic 
and could open a path to power for 
Jorg Haider’s Freedom movement. 
The coalition between the Socialists 
(SPO) and the conservative People’s 
Party (OVP), which had lasted nine 
years and was headed by the Socialist 
Chancellor Fritz Vranitsky, imploded 
after the governing parties failed to 
agree on a budget. 


Vranitsky reluctantly accepted the dissolu- 
tion of parliament and has called an elec- 
tionon for 17 December, just over a year 
since the last election, which saw a massive 
leap — to 22.6 per cent — in support for 
Haider’s party. 

Since last year’s ballot, Austria’s govern- 
mental problems have accelerated, with eco- 
nomic problems stemming from trying to 
meet the stiff conditions laid down by 
Germany for European monetary union and 
an internal security crisis caused by succes- 
sive waves of nazi letter bomb terror attacks 
and racist killings. On every major issue there 
is a massive rift between the SPO and the 
OVP. The SPO supports the old consensus 
politics of high welfare spending and social 
partnership in the workplace, while the OVP 
has. adopted a Thatcherite line of tax cuts, 
combined with a programme that will slash 
public spending. 

Haider’s basic plan was to win a majority, 
or at least establish his Freedom movement as 
the biggest force in Austrian politics, by the 
time of what would have been the next sched- 
uled elections in 1998. The collapse of the 
coalition has telescoped his timetable for 
power. 

As news broke of the coalition’s collapse, 
the “yuppie fascist” was quick to comment: 
“They have acted like a bunch of amateurs. 
We cannot accept that these losers stay in 
office.” This statement foreshadows what will 
undoubtedly be his line in the forthcoming 
election: namely a massive campaign 
designed to paint the old parties as hopelessly 
corrupted and to present his own party as the 
only one capable of standing up for the ordi- 
nary Austrian. High on his list of priorities 
will be racist anti-immigration and anti-asy- 
lum policies. 

If Haider manages to overtake the right- 
wing OVP as the second force in Austrian 
politics, the way will be clear for a Haider- 
dominated Freedom movement-OVP coali- 
tion, a prospect that the right of the OVP 
would find tempting. An opinion poll taken 
before the collapse of the Vranitsky govern- 
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ment showed rocketing support for Haider. 
The survey, by the Imas polling organisation, 
put the Freedom movement’s public backing 
at 28 per cent, level with the OVP and only 
three points behind the SPO. 

Haider’s strategy is to rip the guts out of the 
OVP by making the tactical adjustments nec- 
essary to his aim of carrying part of the 
OVP’s erstwhile electorate with him. In a lit- 
tle reported interview with the obscure 
Frankfurt academic journal Neue 
Gesellschaft/Frankfurter Hefte in summer, 
Haider announced a U-turn on several of his 
previous policies, arguing: “I want to follow 
an Austrian patriotic path and not a Great 
German one.” 

Previously he was a pan-German national- 
ist who urged unification with Germany and 


labelled Austria as “an historic miscarriage”. 
That is now out. In is a new-style “Austrian 
patriotism”, founded, he says, “on awareness 
of the homeland and on love of the fatherland 
in a classical sense”. Gone also is his one- 
time pro-Europe position of strengthening 
“the Germanic bloc in the EU”. Haider’s 
prospective new supporters cannot tolerate 
any of that, preferring him to stand up with 
nationalist policies for “little Austria” against 
the EU colossus. 

What will remain intact, whatever other 
cosmetic changes are made as part of increas- 
ing his party’s electoral appeal, will be its 
rampant authoritarianism, its open racism, its 
barely concealed antisemitism and its contin- 
ued links both to the nazi past in Austria and 
to the present day nazi scene. 





Nazi trial brings new wave of letter bombs 





As Jérg Haider launches his electoral assault 
on democracy in Austria in the run up to the 
crisis general election on 17 December, other 
fascists have begun a new letter bomb blitz. 

Two people were wounded on 16 October 
after receiving letter bombs sent at the same 
time as the victims of previous blasts were 
testifying at the trial of two fascists, Peter 
Binder and Franz Radl, aged 28. Both are 
cadres of Gottfried Ktissel’s Volkstreue 
Ausserparlamentarische Opposition (VAPO) 
and Rad also has close links to the outlawed 
Nationalistische Front in Germany, accused 
of earlier attacks. 

The two are accused of attempted murder. 
Binder is also accused of making the bombs 
used in the December 1993 attacks and Radl 
is charged with preparing the campaign and 
assisting Binder. Both nazis claim they are 
innocent of all charges, except those of being 
nazis. If convicted, they could be given life 
sentences. 

The two victims of the latest bomb are 
Mahmood Abou-Roumie, a  Syrian-born 


One of the latest letter 
bombs, which failed to 
explode 


doctor aged 47, who 
sustained severe _ hand 
injuries when he opened a 
letter at his surgery in 
Stronsdorf, and 71-year-old 
Maria Loley, who last year 
won a United Nations prize 
for her efforts to integrate 
Bosnian refugees into her 
local community in 
Poysdorf. She — suffered 
injuries to both hands when 
she opened a letter at her 
local post office. She had previously received 
hate mail with the slogan “Death to the 
Bosnians!” Both victims were taken to 
hospital. 

Police defused a third suspect letter in the 
village of Mistelbach. All three places are 
about 60km from Vienna. The latest bomb- 
ings bring the total of terror attacks to more 
than 20 and so far 11 people have been seri- 
ously injured and four killed. 

Two earlier victims of nazi bombs, Helmut 
Zilk, a former mayor of Vienna, and 
Madeleine Petrovic, leader of the Green 
Party, have been threatened with more letter 
bombs if they appear as prosecution witnesses 
at the trial of the two accused nazis. 

Politicians of all parties have strongly con- 
demned the latest outrages, except Haider. He 
told the press: “When the politically powerful 
in Austria are in turbulence, there are 
bombs’. The attacks will be used by Haider 
to step up his bogus “law and order” cam- 
paign and push further in the direction of 
curbs on democratic rights. 


THE NETHERLANDS 


CP ’86 councillors 
lead Dutch Ku Klux 
Klan group 


Links between the Dutch nazi Centrumpartij 
°86 (CP 86) and the US-based Ku Klux Klan 
have been uncovered in The Netherlands. 
Dutch anti-fascists now know that CP °86 
applied for affiliate membership of the 
Knights of the Invisible Empire of the KKK 
in 1992. 

In their application the Dutch nazis wrote: 
“because of our limited experience in fighting 
racial conflicts we would like to be instructed 
and, if possible, be trained in order to enable 
ourselves to resist race-terror”’. 

Formation of a Dutch KKK section was 
delayed because the Knights of the Invisible 
Empire and their leader, James W Farrands, 
were having difficulties following a state 
prosecution for a Klan attack on 57 civil 
rights activists in Forsyth County, USA. As 
a result of the legal proceedings, the Knights 
of the Invisible Empire dissolved their 
organisation and reappeared under a new 
name: the International Keystone Knights of 
the KKK. 

Farrands’s main Dutch contact is the 
notorious nazi Marcel Hoogstra, who has bus- 
ied himself with trying to build up a Dutch 
KKK network for the past three years. 
Hoogstra, who gives himself the grandiose 
title of Great Titan of the Dutch KKK, was 
not a CP ’86 member when he was first in 
touch with Farrands. He has since become a 
member, in 1993, and was elected to the local 
council in the district off Spijkenisse, near 
Rotterdam. One of his functions in CP °86 is 
to work with other KKK members in the 
party’s anti-antifa (anti anti-fascist) organisa- 





Marc de Boer (top) and Marcel 
Hoogstra, CP ‘86 elected councillors 
and leaders of the Dutch KKK. Below: 
the letter of application from CP ’86 to 
the Invisible Empire Klan in the USA 


tion, the so-called Nederlandse Veiligheids 
Dienst. 
The recruitment 





wild natives from all over the world.. 


there for the Dutch only” * 


perhaps in Holland? 


We hope to hear from you soon. 
‘ 


oy truly 
ee 





%& Centrumpartij’86 


Vincit Amor Petrise De nationaal-democratische beweging In Nederland 
The Invisible Empire of 
Ku Klux Klan 
Presidium Nati 
Postbus 4 Pb bee we 
7690 AA Bergentheim GULF. NC 27256 
Tel.05234/, ee ee 
Postgiro SRW 
12.02.1992 
Comrades, 


We thank you for sending us documentation about your organisation. 


We are the most active political party in Holland fighting 
for the retainment of our white identity against the evil 
influx of an overwhelming crowd of multi-coloured people, 


We also are the most dicriminated and cursed organisation in this 
country because of our unshakable principle that 


Own people first!", and our primary 
demand:"Alle foreigners back to their own country”. 


Is there a possibility in your organisation that we as a politi-~ 
cal party can apply for a membership of your intitution? 


Because of our limited experience in fighting race-quarrels we 
would like to be instructed and if possible trained in order 
to enable ourselves to resist race-terror? 


Is there a branche-office of your organisation in furope-or 


of these people by 
CP °86 has not at 
all cramped their 
| style. Indeed, 

Hoogstra’s deputy 
as boss of the 
Dutch KKK is one 
Mark de Boer, who 
is also an elected 
councillor for CP 
°86 «in Rijswijk, 
near The Hague. 

In the past 
three years, there 
have been around 
twenty KKK 
meetings. At least 
five of them have 
been accompanied 
by cross burnings, 
most notably in the 
region around 
Putte, close to 
the Belgian fron- 
tier, near Arnhem 
and in Hoogstra’s 
own area in 
Spijkenisse. 


“ Holland is 


From our Dutch 
correspondent 














SWEDEN 


New magazine 
exposes nazi violence 


Eight people have been murdered in nazi- 
related violence in Sweden this year alone. 
This grim statistic has been compiled by the 
new anti-fascist magazine Expo. The first 
issue also included a four-page comprehen- 
sive list of violent crimes and assaults carried 
out by Swedish skinheads and nazi activists 
since the beginning of June. 

Seen as isolated incidents nazi assaults 
often merit only a footnote in local papers. 
Taken together the incidents point to a grow- 
ing pattern of systematic nazi violence. 
Expo’s figures put a finger on a raw nerve in 
Sweden’s “nice” society. The revelation that 
there have been eight killings this year has 
initiated a much needed public discussion. 

The nazi death toll is as follows: 

@ On New Year’s Eve Anders Gustavsson, 
16, was brutally murdered in an abandoned 
warehouse near the nazi skinhead hangout, 
Fryshuset, in Stockholm. Gustavsson, who 
moved in skinhead circles, had been brutally 
beaten to death and his right hand severed. 
The murder took place in the aftermath of a 
skinhead party at Fryshuset, which Gustav- 
sson had attended. A 17-year-old skinhead 
was arrested, but released for lack of evi- 
dence. Police sources say they are convinced 
Gustavsson was killed by one of his skinhead 
friends, but the murder remains unsolved. 

@ On 9 March Peter Karlsson, a top ice 
hockey player and a homosexual, was stabbed 
to death in a street in Vasteras. He had been 
knifed 64 times. A 19-year-old skinhead, 
Mitri Lehto, a leading member of the local 
nazi Storm Network, confessed to the murder. 
@ On 13 April 17-year-old Lars Hallberg 
died from a knife wound in his back. Hallberg 
was assaulted in Avesta by a 15-year-old 
skinhead hanger-on, who had a record of 
involvement in violent incidents. On the 
evening of the murder, the killer had travelled 
to Avesta in the company of a bonehead pack. 
@ On 29 April Tony Boija, an immigrant was 
found shot to death at a lake near Borlange. 
Boija had a criminal record. On the evening 
of his death he had been in the company of 
two criminal associates who are now suspect- 
ed of committing the murder. One is a known 
racist. When police searched his apartment, 
they found racist and nazi stickers. One of the 
suspects killed a Danish citizen in 1976 by 
running him over three times in a car. 

@ On 3 June Sven Pettersson, 19, was 
stabbed to death in Malm6. Acting on witness 
statements, police arrested a member of a 
biker club called Dirty Pack. The club is a 
known meeting place for several criminal 
nazis connected with the Storm Network. 

@ On 25 June, in Skelleftea, northern 
Sweden, a 27-year-old man was shot to death 
by a former skinhead, 24, who had travelled 
to the scene of the murder in the company of 
a known racist. Earlier in the week both men 
had been at a party with skinheads and nazis. 
@ On 17 August John Hron, 14, was savage- 
ly murdered by four nazi skinheads, aged 15 
to 18, at a campsite near the west coast town 
of Kungalv. Hron was brutally tortured and 
beaten for two hours before his killers kicked 
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@ Searchlight is pleased to welcome the 
first issue of Expo, the new Swedish 
anti-fascist magazine, to an international 
fold that includes Searchlight, 
Antifaschistisches Info Blatt and its sis- 
ter magazines in Germany, Reflexes in 
France and Monitor in Norway. 

Expo’s 32 pages are packed with hard- 
hitting information on the nazi move- 
ment in Sweden and internationally, 
leading with a story on the growing anti- 
antifa links between Swedish and 
British nazis. It also includes a look at 
the nazi rock music business in 


Scandinavia and a regular spot by 


Michael Schmidt, the anti-nazi film 
maker. 

Expo has been launched with the sup- 
port of organisations across the Swedish 
political spectrum and the backing of 
leading political, media, cultural and 
sports personalities. Especially vital is 
the support from the Swedish 
Committee against Antisemitism. 

This is an essential addition to the 
arsenal of international anti-fascism. We 
urge all our Swedish-speaking readers to 
buy it. The first issue is available for 39 
Swedish kronor from Expo, Box 1030, 
114 79 Stockholm. 





him into a lake to drown. The skinheads, who 
were arrested the next day, have been identi- 
fied as Johan Billing from Sjébo, Klas Goran 
Hansson from Bohus, Martin Berglund and 
Mikael Fjallholm from Kode. Billing had pre- 
viously been arrested for participating in the 
nazi rally in Denmark, on 5 June, while the 
others are associates of the Gothenburg 
branch of the nazi Storm Network. 

@ On 9 September Patrick Nadji, 18, an 
immigrant from the Ivory Coast seeking 
political asylum, was found stabbed to death 
in Klippan in southern Sweden. A few days 
later, local racists left a “greeting” at the 
scene of the murder. 

What the figure will be by the end of the 
year nobody knows, but the murders are a 
warning to all those who are focal points of 
nazi and racist hatred. 

From our Swedish correspondent 


NORWAY 


Nazis stranded 


Norway’s nazis have again revealed their 
incompetence, this time at the “White Power” 
rock concert organised by Swedish nazis in 
Karlstad on 23 September. Only 30 
Norwegians managed to get there because the 
company whose bus they planned to use 
refused to transport them, leaving the hapless 
representatives of the “master race” stranded. 
Only after several hours of searching for an 
alternative were they able to find somebody 
stupid enough to take them across the border. 

The setback follows their humiliating expe- 
rience at the Danish nazi DNSB’s bunker in 
Greve — after the Rudolf Hess demonstration 
flop — in August, when Christian Worch, the 
German nazi leader, publicly screamed at 
them “‘you’re not at home now, you assholes!” 
because of their eagerness to tell the press 
everything. 
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German nazi lawyer buys manor in Sweden 


Jiirgen Rieger, one of Europe’s leading nazis, 
has bought a country house in a village near 
the town of Mariestad in central Sweden, 
which will be used as an ideological training 
centre for nazi activists from Germany. 

Rieger, 49, a lawyer who lives in Hamburg, 
paid £960,000 for the 18-room manor house, 
which was built in 1750 and has a consider- 
able amount of forest land attached. He also 
took over bank debts of £580,000, making a 
total outlay of £1,540,000. The sources of this 
money are not yet clear. 

When the background of the purchaser of 
the house was revealed last month in the high 
circulation Swedish daily paper Expressen, 
the former owner said that had she known 
Rieger’s history she would “never have sold 
it to him’. During negotiations to buy the 
house Rieger impressed the vendor, Monika 
Willers as a “rich German, to whom money 
was no object” and who spoke “fluent 
Swedish”. 

Rieger’s reason for buying the house and 
the estate that goes with it was clearly visible 
from the vehicle parked in the garage of his 
new. property: a Czechoslovak armoured per- 
sonnel carrier, painted in camouflage colours 
and bedecked with the German military Iron 
Cross. Local people now fear, with good rea- 
son, that the elegant manor house will be 
turned into a nazi training and education cen- 
tre. Rieger himself has more or less made that 
clear with advertisements in the nazi theoreti- 
cal organ Nation und Europa appealing for 
German families who want to live a life “free 
from indoctrination, invasion by foreigners 
and drugs”. 

In this he is not alone. Other nazis are also 
active in promoting the idea of a Germanic 
paradise in “Aryan, Nordic” Sweden. Also 
touting properties, for sale or rent, in Nation 
und Europa is the Berlin fascist Helge 





Jurgen Rieger: hopes to train nazis 


Drescher, who owns a _ house in 
Strémsnisbruck in southern Sweden. 

Local residents are looking into the possi- 
bility that the sale to Rieger might be invalid 
because, as a non-Swedish citizen, he made a 
false statement, omitting to mention that he 
had criminal convictions. The nazi lawyer, 
who has defended such prominent fellow 
nazis as the late Michael Kihnen, Thies 
Christophersen and Meinolf Sch6nborn, most 
certainly has a criminal record, including the 
following convictions: 

@ 1970: bodily arm after being involved in a 
violent attack on anti-fascists 

@ 1983: slandering the memory of the dead 
@ 1991: making antisemitic statements 

@ 1994: fined £3,350 for displaying nazi 
symbols, after he dressed in a_ nazi 
Wehrmacht winter uniform and drove a jeep 
with SS-type symbols and the emblem of the 
Waffen SS “Hitler Youth” Division. 





Clearly these constant reverses are getting 
to the nazis and so, on 30 September, they 
decided on “action”, this being the heroic 
stoning and daubing of the home of Ingelin 
Killingren, Oslo’s police chief. To show they 
had carried out the attack, the nazis sprayed 
the letters AKV on the wall. AKV stands for 
Aker Kultur Verksted, the Oslo nazi nest raid- 
ed by police at the beginning of the year. 

For those nazis who cannot even manage to 
be slung off buses or throw stones, a new 
option has materialised: dressing up in white 
sheets and pretending to be in the Deep South 
of the USA. According to John D Alder, 
Imperial Wizard of one the innumerable US 
Ku Klux Klan organisations, the KKK is now 
established in Norway. Alder has boasted to 
the Norwegian press that he has supported his 
Nordic Klan fans by supplying them with 
robes, stickers, pamphlets and money. 

To try to gain legitimacy, the Norwegian 
KKK tried to deposit cash in a post office 
account, but was refused. This has led to a 
hate mail blitz against the director of informa- 
tion of the post office, Tore Dyrdahl. Mr 
Dyrdahl has responded by promising to close 
down all accounts held by racist groups. 

Although the Norwegian Grand Dragon is 
still cowering somewhere beneath his sheet, it 
can be revealed that a branch of the KKK in 
Stavanger has been working closely with a 


local group called Einsatzgruppe, after 
Hitler’s SS killing squads. The group is noto- 
rious for its violent antisemitism and attacks 
on immigrants. It is more than likely that the 
membership of the KKK and the Einsatz- 
gruppe is identical. Police raids on the homes 
of Jarl Stein Vatnamot, 18, and other 
Einsatzgruppe members point in this direction 
because among items seized by police were 
videos, books, flags and Klan robes. 

Norway’s more “moderate” racists are also 
in trouble. The so-called White Election 
Alliance is now apparently under investiga- 
tion because of its racist programme, which 
includes demands that all children adopted 
from the Third World should be compulsorily 
sterilised and that pregnant women in mixed 
relationships must have abortions. 

These ideas are widespread and growing in 
Norway and there is a big political overlap 
between the racist extremists and _ the 
respectable racist-populist Progress Party 

Now it has been disclosed that Johnny 
Hassel, the newly elected Progress Party city 
councillor in Oslo, was the candidate for the 
racist anti-immigrant Felleslisten Mot 
Fremmedinnvandring (FMF) two years ago. 
Hassel claims it was “all a mistake”, prompt- 
ing the FMF’s leader, Jack Erik Kjuus, to 
shake his head in total disbelief. 

From our Norwegian correspondent 


LATVIA 


Poll result shocks 
democratic parties 


The People’s Movement for Latvia (PML), 
led by the convicted German fascist Joachim 
Siegerist, emerged the real winner of the gen- 
eral election held in Latvia on 1 October. 
Siegerist’s party took 15.06 per cent of the 
vote, from a turnout of just over 70 per cent 
of registered voters, becoming the second 
strongest political force in the country and the 
third biggest group in the Latvian parliament, 
the Saeima. 

The results shocked leaders of the two 
mainstream parties, the centre-left Saimnieks 
and the centre-right Latvian Way. Leaders of 
both parties at first ruled out forming a coali- 
tion with the PML, but now a coalition has 
been put together without the Latvian Way 
but including Siegerist’s party. Whether he 
personally will be awarded a government post 
— he was demanding the premiership — is not 
known. 

Although he cannot speak more than two or 
three sentences in Latvian, Siegerist holds 








Joachim Siegerist 


dual Latvian-German citizenship, a privilege 
denied to the 700,000-strong Russian minori- 
ty in Latvia who are not allowed to vote and 
must pass tests in Latvian language and histo- 
_ ty before they can obtain citizenship. 
Siegerist did not contest the election as a 
candidate, because he was excluded from the 
parliament in 1993 for persistent absence. His 
PML campaigned on a racist, anti-communist 
and anti-Russian programme, labelling other 
politicians and the Latvian media either as 
“corrupt” or as “tools of the communists” and 
making heavy propaganda that played on 
xenophobic fears of “foreign infiltration”. 
This is entirely consistent with Siegerist’s 
own past. Formerly a journalist for the mass 
circulation German Bild newspaper, the anti- 
communist fanatic, who uses the Latvian 
name Joahim Zigerists, was convicted and 
fined in 1989 for slandering the late former 
German Chancellor, Willy Brandt, as “a 
traitor to the fatherland”. He also organised 
campaigns in support of Hitler’s deputy 
Rudolf Hess, who was held in Berlin’s 
Spandau prison until his suicide in 1987, and 
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Presidential hopefuls woo extreme right 


The Christian Coalition’s sixth annual con- 
vention in Washington drew 3,500 members 
in September, a panoply of right-wing ven- 
dors selling gun rights and family values, and 
seven of the ten candidates for the Republican 
Party’s 1996 presidential nomination. Each of 
the candidates — from the well known Senate 
Majority Leader, Bob Dole, to the former 
South African apartheid regime’s black-faced 
agent in America, Alan Keyes — tripped over 
himself in a mad dash for the extreme right. 
The Revd Pat Robertson and Ralph Reed 
were anointed as potential kingmakers for the 
upcoming primary elections, where as many 
as 34 per cent of Republican voters will be 
born-again Christians. 

Robertson formed the Christian Coalition 
in 1989, out of the ruins of his failed 1988 
presidential campaign. Starting off with sev- 
eral hundred thousand members, he focused 
on hot-button issues such as abortion, school 
prayer and gay rights to polarise the elec- 
torate, identify core supporters and win local 
elected office. Since 1991, however, Ralph 
Reed, the young Republican Party operative 
hired by Robertson as executive director, has 
widened the Coalition’s platform to include 
support for tax and fiscal policies advocated 
by Republican conservatives. 

Now Republican candidates ignore the 
coalition and its issues at their peril. But 
Reed’s pragmatic approach to power has cost 
him the support of more radical organisations, 
which have grown on the coalition’s right 
edge. James Dobson’s Colorado-based Focus 
on the Family, for example, is electing school 
board members in every area of the country. 


whipped up hatred against. what he called 
“fanatical Jews in Israel and vagrants in the 
World Jewish Congress”. 

At the moment, the man who would “res- 
cue” Latvia still has an 18-month jail sen- 
tence hanging over him, having been convict- 
ed in Hamburg last year for incitement to 
racial hatred. The sentence resulted from his 
distribution of more than 17,000 circulars, in 
which he wrote that “gypsies produce 
children like rabbits” and were “a seedy, 
criminal pack who should be driven out of the 
country”. 
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Fascist photocopied 
election signatures 
Boleslaw Tejkowski, leader of the far-right 


Polska Wspolnota Narodawa (United Polish 
Nation) party, will not be allowed to stand in 


Pat Buchanan, who has dominated the party 
right-wing since his failed 1992 campaign, is 
an economic nationalist opposed to the free- 
trade policies of Reed and Senators Dole and 
Gramm. 

Similarly, Howard Phillips, the 1970s New 
Right guru turned 1990s far right spoiler, con- 
tinues to push his US Taxpayers Party as the 
extremist alternative to the Republicans. 
Phillips’s California-state operation has been 
anchored by Bill Shearer, who helped Liberty 
Lobby money-man Willis Carto form the 
Populist Party in 1984. Now Shearer, Phillips 
and possibly Dobson plan to start their 1996 
convention the day after the Republicans fin- 
ish theirs. If Republicans nominate someone 
like Senator Dole, who is not far enough to 
the right, they will run their own candidate. 

Dole has won Robertson’s and Reed’s sup- 
port, however, with a series of speeches bash- 
ing Hollywood as a den of iniquity and by 
returning a $1,000 (£640) contribution from a 
gay Republican club. 

The Christian Coalition spent last year 
fighting off charges that Robertson’s writing 
is antisemitic. His book, The New World 
Order, is a compendium of “European 
bankers’ conspiracy” theories hatched by 
hard-core antisemites such as Eustace 
Mullins. In an effort to diffuse the charges, 
Reed invited two Orthodox rabbis to speak at 
the September convention. 

As Reed steers his militants to the middle 
of the road, look for Phillips and Dobson to 
pass him in the right lane. Either way, next 
year there will be a real crack-up as the far 
right dominates the elections. 


the presidential election. Poland’s state elec- 
tion commission rejected his candidature 
because it found “a significant portion” of 
signatures on his nomination papers “to be 
photocopied while others are suspected forg- 
eries”, according to the commission’s chair- 
man, Wojciech Laczkowski. “The commis- 
sion has filed a complaint on the matter with 
the prosecutor’s office,’ Laczkowski added. 

Presidential candidates have to submit 
100,000 signatures before they can appear on 
ballot papers. 

Tejkowski has clashed in the past with the 
authorities over his vicious antisemitic state- 
ments. He has staged noisy street demonstra- 
tions with his youthful skinhead followers, 
accusing Jews, Germans and Americans of 
selling out Poland. Earlier this year he pub- 
lished a booklet accusing Jews of collaborat- 
ing with the Nazis and of being responsible 
for all Poland’s problems. 

In 1994 he was found guilty of inciting 
racial strife and sentenced to a one-year sus- 
pended jail term. 
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The final insult: supping with the devil 


Gianfranco Fini’s fascist Alleanza Nazionale 
(AN) took part in a commemoration at the 
Nazi death camp at Auschwitz on 16 October. 
The invitation followed the visit of an official 
AN delegation to Israel at the end of August 
to meet Ephraim Zuroff of the Los Angeles- 
based Simon Wiesenthal Centre. 

During the visit, Marco Zacchera, leader of 
the delegation, handed Zuroff a letter from 
Rafi Luzon, a Jewish member of the AN, 
inviting him to come to Rome to meet Fini. 
Zuroff accepted with two conditions: that Fini 
oppose a proposal to name a square after 
Mussolini’s Minister of Education, Giuseppe 
Bottai, who was responsible for implement- 
ing the Italian antisemitic laws of 1938, and 
that Fini should establish a commission to 
investigate war crimes committed by Italians 
under Mussolini. 

At the same time as pulling off this con- 
trick, AN members were still backing the 
campaign in Rome to name the square after 
Bottai. After protests from the Italian trade 
unions, the left and Jewish organisations 
(including the Simon Wiesenthal Centre), 
both nationally and internationally, Rome’s 
mayor Rutelli withdrew his proposal. 

Thus the first of Zuroff’s conditions fell 
without Fini having to take a stand. Zuroff 
came to Rome nevertheless and held a meet- 
ing with Fini in the AN’s headquarters in the 
Via Scrofa in mid-September. Why the Simon 
Wiesenthal Centre, against all basic anti-fas- 
cist principles, is prepared to talk to the fas- 
cist Fini is beyond our comprehension and 
should be explained to the Jewish community 
and anti-fascist movement internationally. 

If the Wiesenthal Centre had any doubts 
about the AN’s violent fascist credentials it 
needed to look no further than proceedings in 
the Italian parliament at the beginning of 


October, when 50 MPs from the AN and 
Forza Italia (FI) tried to storm the opposition 
benches after losing a parliamentary vote. 

The vote was on a report of the parlia- 
ment’s election regulations commission about 
a disputed election result from a constituency 
in the southern region of Puglia. The left- 
wing Refoundation Communists had beaten 
the AN in the election, but after the commis- 
sion’s inquiry the result was invalidated and 
passed to parliament for a vote. 

Parliament overturned the commission’s 
decision by 306 votes to 237, igniting what 
can only be termed a fascist riot. As soon as 
the result was announced, the AN and FI 
benches erupted with deafening chants of 
“Vote thieves”. Democratic and leftist MPs 
replied with “Ham-ma-met’”. This is a refer- 
ence to the Tunisian hideaway of Bettino 
Craxi, the former Italian Prime Minister, who 
has maintained especially close contact with 
Silvio Berlusconi, the former FI Prime 
Minister. 

The assault, in which MPs charged across 
the chamber, was led by the AN spokesman 
Francesco Storace, one of the aides of the AN 
leader, Gianfranco Fini, and Maurizio 
Gasparri, former under secretary for foreign 
affairs in Berlusconi’s government. 

Another AN fascist, Domenico Gramazio, a 
former organiser for the now banned nazi ter- 
rorist group Movimento Politico, ripped 
microphones off the benches and hurled them 
at left-wing MPs, while Gasparri threw a 
book at the parliament’s president, who was 
calling for order. Another MP, who was act- 
ing as an usher, was knocked to the floor and 
kicked, an FI MP was punched in the face by 
Gasparri after inadvertently getting in his way 
and the Refoundation Communist MP, whose 
election was again validated, was subjected to 
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leader 


Fini: the fascist 
Auschwitz 


violent threats. While all this was going on 
the AN and FI fascists were bawling demands 
for the suspension of the session, while Fini 
stood up, surveyed the scene and walked out, 
apparently satisfied. 

The fascists’ brawling is a direct result of 
the line taken they took at the end of 
September, when Berlusconi, backed by Fini, 
threatened to boycott the parliament if new 
elections were not called immediately. Fascist 
MPs probably saw the violence on 4 October 
as confirmation of that threat, in the full 
knowledge that any sustained boycott would 
torpedo the caretaker government of 
Lamberto Dini. 

From our Italian correspondent 


Bossi denies authorship of ‘EI Cid’ letter 


Umberto Bossi, leader of the fascist-separatist 
Liga Nord, has stepped up his campaign to 
lead a breakaway of northern Italy from the 
unitary Italian state. Throughout the summer, 
Bossi addressed rallies at which he propound- 
ed his theories that northern Italians are a sep- 
arate nation and racially superior to their 
southern compatriots. In July he introduced a 
new expression “Nord Nazione” (nation of 
the north) into the Italian political vocabulary 
at the third session of the bogus “Free 
Parliament of the North”, which he has estab- 
lished to spearhead his fanatical drive for 
secession. 

Bossi’s increasingly violent outbursts have 
provoked angry reactions, ranging from 
demands to send troops to the northern 
provinces to maintain public order, to calls 
for his arrest for sedition. The rising tempera- 
ture of the conflict between Bossi and those 
intent on preserving Italian unity was accom- 
panied by a curious incident in early 
September, when the unofficial mouthpiece of 
the Liga Nord, L’Independente, published a 
letter from a Spanish tourist resort, signed in 
the pseudonym El Cid Campeador, the name 
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of the 11th century Spanish hero who defeat- 
ed the Moors at Valencia. 

The letter, a plea for secession and a col- 
lage of ringing phrases and exhortations, such 
as “violence when used for self-defence is an 
act of courage”, “we shall always remember 
the liberty and independence of the people” 
and the inevitable “power comes out of the 
barrel of a gun”, caused a minor sensation, 
not least when L’Independente let the cat out 
of the bag by claiming that the real author 
was Umberto Bossi. 

Several top Liga Nord members, including 
his three former Cabinet members in the 
Berlusconi fascist government, rushed to 
Bossi’s defence. However, the plot thickened 
as Bossi, not normally a man to be tame or 
reserved about his language, vehemently 
denied authorship in the face of assertions 
from the paper’s staff that he was the author. 

The main question is not so much who 
wrote the letter but its real political meaning. 
This becomes clear when one examines the 
context. The two months’ campaigning with 
the line that Rome’s days of domination are 
almost over, the establishment of the fake 


“Free Parliament of the North” and the 
mounting threats to secede are all chipping 
away remorselessly at the foundations of the 
Italian republic. 

In this context the letter is part of the strate- 
gy of tension being pursued by the extremists 
of the Liga Nord and is a bid to find a place 
for Bossi among such world famous figures 
as Gandhi, Martin Luther King and even Mao 
Tse Tung and in the process to bestow upon 
him an illusion of historic destiny. Bossi is a 
politician whose addiction to power is total 
and each day he needs a bigger dose of dema- 
gogy to satisfy his cravings. 

It is not yet clear how far he would finally 
go. To a rational politician the war raging as a 
result of separatism only 100 miles away in 
former Yugoslavia would give pause for 
thought, but Bossi is not a rational politician. 
He has promised that the fourth sitting of his 
“parliament” will take decisions that will 
affect the future of Italy. These have not yet 
been specified and it remains to be seen 
whether he is prepared to push Italy in the 
direction of a Yugoslavia-style bloodbath. 
From our Italian correspondent 


Berlusconi corruption 
trial set for January 


Silvio Berlusconi, Italy’s former Prime 
Minister, was formally charged on 14 October 
with making payoffs of £150,000 to tax audi- 
tors who inspected the accounts of his media 
and retail empire Fininvest. Berlusconi did 
not attend the court hearing but later 
denounced the decision by Judge Fabio 
Paparella as a “political stunt aimed at pre- 
venting his comeback”. His trial has been set 
for 17 January 1996. 

Berlusconi and ten others are accused of 
passing bribes to government tax inspectors. 
The ten include Berlusconi’s younger brother 
Paolo, a Fininvest tax official, Salvatore 
Sciascia and three other Fininvest executives. 
If convicted, the defendants could face one to 
three years in jail. 

Berlusconi’s fascist coalition swept into 
office in elections in March 1994, after he 
made massive use of his monopolistic grip on 
the media to exploit popular resentment at the 
endemic corruption and cynical abuse of 
power among the Christian Democrat and 
Socialist Party politicians who led Italy for 
five decades. 

The first formal notice of investigation in 
the bribery case was made in November last 
year, coincidentally just as he was hosting an 
international anti-Mafia conference in 
Palermo, Sicily. Berlusconi is also named in 
six other judicial investigations by Milan 
prosecutors but has not yet been indicted. 

The political consequences of the indict- 
ments are profound. Deprived of its leader, 
Forza Italia (FI) will see its electoral support 
diminish and switch mainly to Gianfranco 
Fini’s Alleanza Nazionale (AN). While Fini 
will be glad to grab these votes and push elec- 
toral backing for the AN to the 20 per cent 
mark (it currently stands at 14 to 16 per cent), 
he will also have to keep his distance from the 
embattled media tsar in order to maintain his 
own “clean” image and to appease mounting 
protests inside the AN from the more militant 
elements, who reject Fini’s compromise with 
“capitalism”. Berlusconi may be a fascist, but 
he is also a tarnished symbol of monopoly 
capitalism and for the traditional fascists that 
is a non-starter. 

The announcement of the charges will 
make the fascists step up their campaign for 
new elections in a bid to get the indictments 
lifted. The violence of the FI and AN in par- 
liament and their threats of a boycott indicate 
that they will push very heavily for a 
December ballot. What happens in 
November, therefore, could be crucial to the 
future of Italian democracy. 

Berlusconi’s strategy for dealing with the 
charges against him is to argue that if every- 
body is guilty, then nobody is guilty. This 
formulation is, however, not his own 
invention but that of Craxi, the wanted 
former Socialist Party leader. The same 
phrase came up in taped telephone conversa- 
tions between Craxi and his supporters. 
According to the Clean Hands investigating 
commission, the conversations took place at 
the beginning of September when Craxi 


delivered instructions to his supporters that 
the commission must be closed down and 
that Dini must be denied a parliamentary 
majority at all costs. Craxi urged both 
Berlusconi and Fini to stop at nothing to get 
elections in the autumn. Craxi’s role in the 
fascist Berlusconi-Fini axis has now been 
made glaringly obvious by the tapes of his 
telephone conversations. 


Argentina refuses 
Priebke extradition 
request 


The Argentine decision at the end of August 
not to recognise Italian requests for the extra- 
dition of the former German SS captain Erich 
Priebke from Argentina has stunned demo- 
cratic and progressive opinion in Italy and 
particularly the Jewish community. However, 
the blame for the failure to return this nazi 
war criminal and murderer to face justice 
does not rest with Argentina alone. The extra- 
dition application was prepared by Antonio 
Biondi, when he was Justice Minister in 
Berlusconi’s fascist government and was so 
badly written that legally it was almost 
impossible for the Argentine authorities to 
accept it. 

On 31 August Italian television broadcast 
an interview with Priebke and the Italian fas- 
cists promptly called for the sacking of the 
programme’s director. This is not surprising. 
Talk of Priebke’s extradition is generating 
high anxiety in several quarters not least 
among fascists, who sheltered him for almost 
two years after the war and enabled him to 
visit Italy twice as a tourist, and also in the 
Vatican which helpfully arranged his escape 
to Argentina. 


The rise and fall of 
Silvio Berlusconi 


1994 

January: Media tycoon Berlusconi forms 
Forza Italia party. 

27 March: Parliamentary elections won 
by fascist coalition of Forza Italia, Liga 
Nord and Alleanza Nationale. 

10 May: Berlusconi and coalition partners 
form first postwar fascist government. 

9 July: Berlusconi’s brother Paolo indict- 
ed in corruption probe. 

23 July: Tax inspectors raid Berlusconi’s 
Fininvest company. Arrest warrants issued 
to senior managers on suspicion of tax 
bribery and fraudulent accounting. 

22 November: Berlusconi officially 
placed under investigation in bribery 
inquiries. 

13 December: Milan prosecutors pull in 
Berlusconi for questioning. 

22 December: Berlusconi resigns as pre- 
mier, avoiding inevitable defeat in a vote 
of confidence. 

1995 

13. January: Lamberto Dini becomes 
Prime Minister. 

20 May: Magistrates seek Berlusconi’s 
indictment. 

13 October: Hearing on investigations of 
Berlusconi’s role in alleged frauds linked 
to Fininvest takeover of a video company. 
14 October: Silvio and Paolo Berlusconi 
and nine others charged with bribery. Trial 
set for 17 January 1996. 





Although the Italian plea has been rejected, 
the Priebke book is not closed. Germany 
too is demanding his return, making it possi- 
ble that Priebke, a German citizen, who has 
also visited his homeland without anybody 
laying a finger on him, can still be made to 
pay for the war crimes of execution and tor- 
ture that he committed as the right-hand man 
of another war criminal, SS colonel Herbert 
Kappler. 


ONY FU FN 


New extreme-right party launched 


A new far-right party was launched on 9 
October to seek a place in a political arena 
already crowded with nationalist and openly 
antisemitic groups. National Right’s leader, 
Aurelian Pavelescu, told a news conference: 
“We need a right-wing party in Romania. Our 
people must know the true history of the last 
50 years. They need to be told how ethnic 
minorities have brought Romania to its 
knees.” 

The first issue of its magazine stated: “We 
bring order” and promised to “tell the truth” 
about Romania’s history before and after 
communism. It printed what it claimed were 
unabridged documents from the old commu- 
nist Securitate secret police, alleging collu- 
sion by artists and writers. 

The magazine’s masthead shows a spread 
eagle carrying a sword, a symbol similar to 
that used by Romania’s fascists during the 
Second World War. 


National Right’s message is already heard 
in the Romanian parliament, where the gov- 
erning coalition relies on the support of open- 
ly antisemitic and anti-Hungarian parties. The 
new group already has one member of parlia- 
ment, who left another hardline nationalist 
party. 

With elections a year away National Right 
says that only it has a true claim to the right- 
wing votes for which the Greater Romania 
Party and Romanian National Unity Party are 
also vying. The ruling Party of Social 
Democracy believe that the competing nation- 
alists will stoke up old hatreds of Jews and 
Hungarians during the election campaign. 

Cornel Brahas, another National Right 
leader, said the party aimed to reclaim the 
propaganda war from the left wing and the 
minorities: “We have lost both the political 
and the economic wars but we must win the 
battle in media information.” 
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he sexual preferences and mysterious 
death of Jean Claude Poulet d’ Achary, 
the former number two in the staff of 
Toulon’s Front National (FN) mayor Jean 
Marie Le Chevallier, have caused no end of 
embarrassment to his fellow right-wing 
extremists. This was clearly visible at the 
FN’s summer university — a major event in 
the party’s annual calendar — held in the party 
stronghold of Toulon at the beginning of 
September. 

Most embarrassed of all, perhaps, was 
Bernard Antony, a contender for the FN lead- 
ership and a fundamentalist Catholic and anti- 
semite, who talked obliquely about “life 
styles that are not normal”. 

The FN’s leader, Jean Marie Le Pen, on the 
other hand, reacted to the scandal with all the 
characteristic bluster and crudity that he 
could muster. “We are not in the business of 
monitoring people’s fly buttons,’ he said, 
adding “if somebody tells me there are some 
gays in the FN, that’s not going to surprise 
me and I’m not going to hide under the table 
because of it. We do have gays, but no drag 
queens ... they can go away and f***.” 

Aside from the scandal, the 800 FN 
activists attending the summer university took 
the opportunity to take stock after the rela- 
tively successful municipal elections. Here a 
more moderate tone was audible. Those who 
won, capturing mayoral posts for the FN, 
pledged that they would respect the law. The 
losers, however, were rather more aggressive. 
Pierre Descaves, who lost in Noyon despite 
gaining 44 per cent of the vote, railed against 
“the grand coalition of socialists, “commies’ 
and their allies who had collaborated with all 
kinds of invaders” to halt his bid to become 
mayor. 

Winding up the event, Bruno Megret said 
that Jacques Chirac’s victory in the presiden- 
tial elections had brought no change, espe- 
cially since the resignation of Alain Madelin 
from the Finance and Economics Ministry. 
Megret managed to find soothing words for 
Madelin who, he said, “was better motivated 
in his younger days’. Madelin, before he 
attained high office, was a member of the vio- 
lent fascist Occident movement. 

Madelin’s fall reflected badly on Megret’s 
strategy of forming alliances with the far right 
of the mainstream conservative spectrum. 
This approach is now marginalised within the 
EN. The new line, announced in July by Le 
Pen’s son-in-law Samuel Maréchal, the FN’s 
youth leader, is that the FN “is neither right 
nor left but French” and that there is a rift 
“between those who consider the interests of 
the French people as primordial and the oth- 
ers”. This rift, he declared, “was born out of 
the Gulf War and Maastricht”. 
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It is not the only rift. 
The ongoing internal 
conflict in the FN found 
its freshest expression 
in the resignation — dur- 
ing the Toulon event — 
of the party’s general 
secretary Carl Lang. 
Lang, who wants to 
build up his own posi- 
tion in northern France, 
became general secre- 
tary in 1988 after the 
death of Jean-Pierre 
Stirbois, an  appoint- 
ment designed to 
counter the influence of 
Bruno Megret. 

Several candidates 
are vying to take over 
his job. They include 


Maréchal, Bernard 
Antony, Bruno 
Gollnisch and Jean- 
Yves Le Gallou. Le 


Pen, however, is using 

Lang’s departure as an opportunity to reor- 
ganise the FN’s internal structure with a 
major purge. Party secretaries in 25 départe- 
ments have been lined up for the axe and Le 
Pen has asked for an internal audit “to anal- 
yse the problems inside the movement and to 
reorganise the apparatus”. 

One of Le Pen’s key objectives is eliminate 
his competitors, who are concentrated in two 
rival blocs around Bernard Antony and Bruno 
Megret. Megret’s star is, in any case, fading 
and times have changed dramatically since 
only a year ago when he busily promoted 
himself as Le Pen’s successor. This prospect 
is now a dim one. Le Pen’s 15 per cent poll in 
the presidential elections, Megret’s own fail- 
ure in the municipal poll and the FN’s elec- 
toral successes in Toulon and Orange have 
been catastrophic for Megret. 

The breakthroughs in Toulon and Orange 
were achieved on the new FEN line of being 
“alone against everybody”, the exact opposite 
of Megret’s strategy of forming alliances. As 
if this were not bad enough, Megret’s planned 
power base, the daily newspaper Le Frangais, 
went bankrupt in July. 

Fired by this success, Le Pen might now 
launch an FN daily (he will not use the exist- 
ing far-right daily Présent because it is con- 
trolled by Bernard Antony). He could also 
wipe out some more senior posts, including 
Megret’s, and replace them with a team of 
younger party members, all of whom depend 
on his patronage. 

When not fighting each other in factional 
warfare, it appears that some FN leaders are 





Police cover the body of one of the 13 victims of a 16- 
year-old nazi, who ran amok with a .22 hunting rifle in 
Cuers, a small town near Toulon in southern France. The 
teenager kept pictures of Hitler and neo-nazi books in his 
bedroom. Toulon is a stronghold of the Front National 


also targets for the violent attention of other, 
non-FN, right-wing extremists. On 22 
September, on the eve of the FN’s traditional 
“Blue-White-Red” festival, Bernard 
Courcelle, chief of the FN’s security organi- 
sation, Direction-Protection-Sécurité, was 
shot at twice as he left the FN’s headquarters. 
The most likely explanation for the attempted 
killing is that it was a revenge attack by fas- 
cist militants for Courcelle’s collaboration 
with the police investigation into the racist 
murder by boneheads of Brahim Bouarram on 
1 May. 

The festival itself was attended by more 
than 10,000 people, including delegations 
from the fascist Vlaams Blok from Belgium, 
Pino Rauti’s MSI from Italy and the Alliance 
for Spanish National Unity, which is an 
umbrella organisation of fascist outfits such 
as the Movimiento Social Espafiol, the 
Movimiento Cathdlico Espajiol, Nacidén 
Joven and the Frente de Alternativa Nacional. 
FN strong-arm squads were much in evi- 
dence, battering at least one independent pho- 
tographer. A tour of the bookstalls revealed 
the favoured reading matter of FN activists 
and supporters: antisemitic books _ like 
Bagatelles pour un massacre by Céline and 
La France juive by Drumont. The FN has also 
leapt into multimedia, selling a video game in 
which the hero, “Jean Marie”, must vanquish 
the enemies of France. 


@Réflexes now has an Internet address, 
http://www.anet.fr/~aris, where material in 
French and English can be accessed. 


MEPs reject call for integration of refugees 


ocal and_ regional 
activity will continue 
to be at the centre of 


the European youth cam- 
paign against racism and 
intolerance organised by the 
Council of Europe. As I 
reported in Searchlight in 
August, five European youth trains converged 
on Strasbourg in July as the highlight of the 
All Different All Equal campaign. According 
to the Council of Europe’s own newsletter, 
the European youth trains and the youth week 
itself achieved their objectives as participants, 
“developed their ideas and strengthened their 
resolve to combat all forms of discrimina- 
tion”. Although the events attracted extensive 
media coverage in magazines and newspapers 
and on international television channels, the 
Council of Europe has now run out of money. 
If you remember, this was the campaign to 
which the UK government through the 
Commission for Racial Equality gave a 
derisory amount. It now looks like the 
Council will have no money to continue the 
campaign next year. The events have been 
useful but to be honest rather pedestrian in 
nature and not hardhitting enough. 

One of the most stark and moving displays 
of the campaign’s exhibition was entitled 
“Faces of Holocaust’. It featured pho- 
tographs, films and pictures of the faces of 
individuals who were victims of the 
Holocaust. The exhibition was a_ stark 
reminder of the evils of fascism exactly 50 





Glyn Ford, MEP, a member of the Socialist 
Group in the European Parliament and a At 
leading campaigner against racism and 
fascism, reports on the actions of Europe’s 


parliamentary far right. 


years after the war, as well as a view of the 
world that Europe’s current racists and fas- 
cists would take us back to. 

The remaining events currently being 
planned for the coming months under the aus- 
pices of the All Different All Equal campaign 
include a hearing of Roma and Gypsy 
women, a seminar on nationalism in Austria 
and on 25 November a day of solidarity 
against racism organised by the Women’s 
Association of the Council of Europe. 

In the UK I noticed that the Commission 
for Racial Equality and the advertising firm 
Saatchi and Saatchi have joined forces to pro- 
mote an advertisement as part of the All 
Different All Equal campaign. The poster fea- 
tures a row of four brains. Three are the same 
size and are labelled “African”, “Asian” and 
“European”. The fourth, much smaller than 
the others, is labelled “Racist”. Saatchi and 
Saatchi have provided their services free of 
charge, as has MTV, which did the Roc the 
Vote Campaign much to Bill “Saxophone” 
Clinton’s benefit and will be running the 
advertisement for the next few months. One 
can only view Saatchi and Saatchi’s involve- 
ment with cynicism after their role in Tory 


GERMANY 


Solingen firebombers get long jail terms 


A German court has handed down exemplary 
sentences to four young nazis for the horrific 
firebombing of a Turkish family’s home in 
Solingen on 29 May 1993, three days after 
the German government had introduced dra- 
conian curbs on the right of asylum. 

Nazis celebrated the asylum restrictions 
with renewed terror and murder. Within 72 
hours of the law being passed by a two-thirds 
Bundestag majority, five people were burned 
alive in the Solingen inferno and another 
three in a still unsolved arson attack in 
Heppenheim, near Frankfurt. 

Five Turks died in the Solingen attack: 
Saime Genc, aged 5, her sisters Hiilya, 9, and 
Hatica, 18, Giirsun Ince, 27, and Gulistan 
Oztiirk, aged 13. Neighbours said they 
“awoke to a loud blast and screams”. 

After a trial which lasted 125 days and at 
which testimony was heard from 270 witness- 
es, the panel of five judges in Diisseldorf sen- 
tenced 25-year-old Markus Gartmann to 15 
years on multiple charges of murder, attempt- 
ed murder and arson on 14 October. It also 
gave maximum 10-year juvenile terms to 
Felix Koehnen, 18, Christian Reher, 19, and 
Christian Buchholz, 22, on similar charges. 

Summing up, the presiding judge Wolfgang 
Steffen said that the four men had “blindly, 
arbitrarily and motivated by racist feelings set 
the home of a Turkish family ablaze and 
thereby killed five people”. He continued: 
“The overwhelming burden of guilt, the 


immeasurable dimensions of the criminal 
deed and the unspeakable sufferings caused to 
the relatives of the victims can only be expiat- 
ed by the maximum punishment.” 

When Steffen began to deliver his judg- 
ment, uproar broke out in the court with 
Koehnen screaming “Filth!” and “This court 
is shit.” Steffen continued his verdict by dis- 
missing the various tactics used by the four 
accused to wriggle out of responsibility for 
the murders. 

Reher, the ringleader, said Steffen had 
“tried to lead the court around by the nose” 
with his claim that he had been a lone perpe- 
trator and that his intention had been to scare 
and not to kill. Lawyers for the four men 
immediately lodged notices of appeal. 

In another case, which ended on 5 October, 
custodial sentences were dished out to two 
members of a 20-strong nazi bonehead gang 
who burned down the Jewish barracks at the 
former Sachsenhausen concentration camp at 
Oranienburg, near Berlin, on 26 September 
1992. Ingo K was jailed for 30 months and 
his accomplice, Thomas H, for three years. 

An earlier acquittal of the two in October 
1993, on grounds of “lack of proof” 
unleashed a major scandal and was attacked 
as “negligent” by Ulrich Suchan, the judge in 
this latest trial, which was held in Potsdam. 
Suchan made pointed reference to the fact 
that files forming part of the evidence in the 
case had “disappeared”. 


election campaigns in the 
past. 

the Labour Party 
Conference there were a 
number of fringe meetings 
on the issue of racism and 
xenophobia. I chaired a 
meeting on the free move- 
ment of football fans within the European 
Union. John Williams, a professor from 
Leicester University dealing with football fas- 
cism, and Tony Banks MP were the speakers. 
All eyes are now on the 1996 Championship 
and whether it will be hijacked by the racist 
thugs who have marred the English game for 
so long. At the Anti Nazi League fringe meet- 
ing the Schengen and TREVI agreements 
once again came in for heavy criticism from 
all sides, as might be expected. 

Over the coming months I shall be drawing 
up a report on the free movement of people in 
the European Union. This will be the 
European Parliament’s response to the new 
Directives from the Commission on Free 
Movement, which I mentioned in this column 
some months ago. In this report the European 
Parliament will be pushing for the complete 
realisation of free movement as outlined in 
Article 8a of the Treaty. This, along with the 
issue of racism and xenophobia being brought 
under Community competence, will give the 
European Parliament and the Court of Justice 
a role in policy formation in this vital area 
and will result basically in the issue of race 
being dealt with in the same manner as sex 
discrimination. 

At Strasbourg in October we voted on 
Claudia Roth’s report on a Council of 
Ministers recommendation concerning the 
repatriation of non-EU nationals. Integration 
into the European Union is a key theme of the 
report. The report recognises the plight of 
refugees and stateless individuals in the 
European Union and the advantages of having 
a clear legal framework to govern repatriation 
where necessary. It calls on Member States to 
offer arrangements in long-standing cases for 
the integration in the European Union of any- 
one who has lived in the EU for several years, 
in particular de facto refugees, as well as pro- 
grammes to promote voluntary return and 
reintegration programmes to offer the persons 
concerned specific opportunities in their 
country of origin before developing and con- 
cluding readmission agreements. The report 
also calls for Member States to respect inter- 
national legal obligations towards refugees 
and stateless individuals and to deal with 
applications for asylum in a humane manner. 
This progressive report was rejected by the 
Parliament by 159 votes to 153 with eight 
abstentions. The opposition was led by the 
European People’s Party, which includes 
within it the British Conservatives, although 
six Socialists chose to abstain. 

The Consultative Commission on Racism 
and Xenophobia has now begun to meet 
again. This time it is to carry out a feasibility 
study on the setting up of a European 
Observatory on Racism and Xenophobia. We 
have to guarantee that this observatory 
becomes a weapon for anti-fascists and not 
merely an academic organisation. 
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Werewolf or paper tiger? 


The state of Germany’s nazi movement 


n the surface the German nazi 

scene looks clapped out: 

people are dropping out at an 
increasing rate, if the nazis hold 
demonstrations they are much smaller 
than before and to cap it all Peter 
Naumann, the brain behind the 
would-be terrorist element, leads 
police to arms caches in front of televi- 
sion cameras. 

So what is happening to the nazis? First of 
all these events are only on the surface, a 
small part of a bigger picture. The frantic 
nationalism that raised its head in the new 
Germany after 1989 gave the nazi mob and its 
leading wire-pullers a hitherto unimaginable 
mobilising potential. The manipulation of this 
potential by the state, the political main- 
stream and especially Helmut  Kohl’s 
Christian Democratic Union (CDU) found its 
expression in the pogroms of 1991 and 1992, 
with the events in Rostock the high point. 

The symbiotic relationship between the 
mob and elite found its temporary conclusion 
in the removal of the right to asylum, which 
had been enshrined in Article 16 of the 
German constitution, in May 1993. From that 
moment on, the nazis, whose two years of ter- 
ror had been so useful to the government in 
mounting pressure on the opposition Social 
Democrats, were redundant. 

The main objective of the government had 
been to change the constitution, but the toler- 
ation of long-term terror was something else. 
For the new Great Power politics and for the 
commercial credibility of the new Germany, 
nazi terror a@ la Rostock, Molin and Solingen 
and big nazi marches like the Hess demon- 
strations in Wunsiedel and Fulda are entirely 
counter-productive: they hit foreign invest- 
ment and curtail business opportunities. 

At the same time, however, the nationalist 
atmosphere encouraged by Germany’s rulers 
provides ideological and political nourish- 
ment for the continuous reproduction of nazi 
and new rightist ideas. This contradictory 
relationship between those with the power 
and those who would dearly love to get their 
hands on it finds a measure of expression in 
the half-hearted bans enacted against 11 nazi 
groupings since the Molln bombings in 1992. 

Inside the nazi movement, the loss of 
broader groupings such as the Wiking 
Jugend, the Nationalistische Front (NF), the 
Deutsche Alternative and the Freiheitliche 
Deutsche Arbeiterpartei (FAP), through state 
bans, has caused considerable organisational 
problems and led to a big rethink in some 
sections. 

One aspect of this was the early reaction to 
the bans, namely to form _ so-called 
“autonomous nationalist groups” following a 
left-wing model. From the outset the attempts 
to establish such autonomous cells were 
organised on a conspiratorial basis, held 
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together with a very tightly organised cadre 
structure and led according to the principle of 
“obeying orders from the leadership”. 

The basic line was set out by the Hamburg 
nazi lawyer Jiirgen Rieger (under the pen 
name Jiirgen Riehl) in the nazis’ main theo- 
retical and policy forming journal, Nation und 
Europa, in 1993: “The national camp must 
organise itself practically, it must become the 
kernel of a fighting counter-society. From this 
it must follow that the organisational form of 
the national camp cannot consist of a party or 
a club or some similar body in the legal 
framework of the system, but must take on 
the character of a movement that is tightly 
bound together internally without, however, 
formal structures that can be grasped from the 
outside.” 

The leading role in Rieger’s proposed net- 
work of tightly-knit cadres has been assumed, 
meanwhile, by the successor organisations to 
the outlawed NF, which has largely been able 
to circumvent the effects of being banned. For 
the NF and for its successor organisations, the 
left-sounding Sozialrevolutionare Arbeiter- 
front (SrA — Social Revolutionary Workers’ 
Front) and the Gemeinschaft, the central 
objective pursued under changed conditions 
remains exactly as before: the recruitment and 
education of militarily trained and politically 


The Austrian nazi letter bomb 
campaigns have served above 
all to strengthen the electoral 
fascist Jorg Haider and his 
Freedom Movement and have 
made their demands for the 
beefing up of the state 
apparatus a matter of public 
consensus 





German NF members on a training exercise in 1988 


— By Andreas Fahs 


schooled nazi cadres with Hitler’s elite SS as 
the role model. 

To some extent they have been successful 
in this long-term and patiently applied strate- 
gy. Just how much so has been clearly 
revealed by internal organisational documents 
from 1993-1994, which have been handed 
over to the anti-fascist movement from the 
archive of the NF’s leader, Meinolf 
Schénborn. This material includes a mem- 
bership list of the Gemeinschaft dated 15 
November 1993, one year after the NF was 
banned, which contains 826 names and 
addresses and shows substantial growth 
despite the ban. 

The sphere of influence of this illegal/semi- 
legal structure extends across both Germany 
and Austria. The same documents indicate 
that the banned NF is able to reach more than 
10,000 people. The two successor organisa- 
tions, which exist parallel to each other and 
work closely together, have also built a com- 
mon paramilitary structure: the Werewolf. 

In Umbruch, the SrA’s education bulletin 
for leaders, sub-leaders and trusted activists, 
Stefan Hupka, a central SrA cadre, sets out 
clearly the dual strategy of the SrA, involving 
infiltration of the state apparatus: “Known 
activists must get on with their normal politi- 
cal work which is as necessary as ever ... the 
others, however, should keep their distance 
from known rightist groups. They should not 
even identify themselves as nationalists. They 
should join the army and the police and see to 
it that they acquire specialised knowledge and 
abilities.” 

The acquisition of this “specialised knowl- 
edge and abilities” denotes the preparation of 
a new level of terror aimed not principally at 
foreigners and asylum-seekers’ hostels, but at 
“politicians, journalists, intellectuals in vari- 
ous organisations who prove themselves stub- 
bornly anti-national and pro-multicultural”. 
What is set out here is essentially the “strate- 
gy of tension” that has already begun in 
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‘The national camp must organise itself practically, it must 
become the kernel of a fighting counter-society. From this it must 
follow that the organisational form of the national camp cannot 
consist of a party or a club or some similar body in the legal 
framework of the system, but must take on the character of a 
movement that is tightly bound together internally without, 
however, formal structures that can be grasped from the outside.’ 





Austria with a series of nazi letter-bombings. 
Rieger pointed in this direction as early as 
1992 when, in an interview with ARD televi- 
sion, he proclaimed: “When the first reporter 
is knocked over, when the first judge is 
rubbed out, then you will know it’s started!” 

The political foundation for the NF-organ- 
ised Werewolf organisation is precisely this 
“strategy of tension”, according to which the 
bourgeois democratic state will be made to 
look weak and ineffective in the face of ter- 
ror, coupled with the development of political 
and economic crises. It is a fact that this kind 
of strategy does lead towards the establish- 
ment of a “strong state” whose attacks on 
democratic rights and increasingly repressive 
policies can be attributed to the need to react 
to such terror. The German nazi terror 
onslaught of 1991-1993, for example, enabled 
Helmut Kohl to toy publicly with the idea of 
introducing a state of emergency, which 
would have led to the curtailment of demo- 
cratic rights. 

Similarly, the Austrian nazi letter bomb 
campaigns have served above all to strength- 
en the electoral fascist Jorg Haider and his 
Freedom Movement and have made their 
demands for the beefing up of the state appa- 
ratus and for increased spying on the popula- 
tion by the state a matter of public consensus. 

Ideologically, the Gemeinschaft and above 
all the SrA, which is based in east Germany, 
hark back to the fascist national revolutionary 
tradition during the pre-Hitler Weimar 
Republic, with its mixture of radical national- 
ism and -anti-capitalist, anti-System sloga- 
neering. This form of anti-capitalism is utter- 
ly reactionary and focuses on only certain 
aspects of capitalist development such as 
monopolisation, internationalisation and the 
role of finance capital. These aspects they 
link frequently, but not always, with anti- 
semitic propaganda about “Jewish capital”. 

From the standpoint of the nazis, in a situa- 
tion of increasing social crisis and a future 
economic crisis, the objective and subjective 
conditions for broadly based nationalist and 
racist “social protest from the right” are well 
and truly imaginable. 

This ideology, which is shared by the still- 
legal nazi Nationaldemokratische  Partei 
Deutschlands (NPD) and its youth wing, the 
Junge Nationaldemokraten (JN), carries these 
new structures some way over into the territo- 
ry of the New Right. In the 1970s this over- 
lapping process had already begun when a 
tendency developed among the fascists which 
designated itself as “New Right”. In contrast 
to the “old” fascist right, this tendency saw 
the constant efforts to justify Hitler fascism as 
a waste of time and a barrier to political 
success. 

For this “New Right’, the formation of ide- 
ology, cadre training and the establishment of 


political hegemony were to be the real prereq- 
uisites of political power. The central pillars 
of its ideology are “the European Nation”, a 
diffuse anti-capitalism or a “third way” 
between capitalism and communism, national 
identity and “ethnic pluralism”, by which 
they mean racial separation, all built up on 
the foundations of admiration for the Prussian 
state and adding up to their “ideal state 
community”. 

Most organisations of the militant extreme 
right have at one time or another scooped 
ideas out of this “New Right” grotto or have 
fallen into line with it. Ideological agreement 
also represents a logistical overlap between 
the “thinkers” and the “doers” of the fascist 
scene. Thus Nation und Europa functions as a 
theoretical and strategy journal for the mili- 
tant nazis as well as for the various brands of 
“national revolutionaries’ and “New 
Rightists” with the greatest strategic overlap 
now visible in the banned NF successor 
organisation, the Gemeinschaft. 

The mentors of the “national revolutionary” 
New Right such as Armin Mohler, Pierre 
Krebs and Henning Eichberg and militant 
nazi cadres such as Rieger have been instru- 
mental in laying the theoretical basis for the 
political and organisational work of the nazi 
movement. Extreme-right think tanks and 
training centres have been quietly busy with 
this task for several years. The New Right 
Thule Seminar, for example, is highly valued 
in nazi leadership circles. Its leader, Pierre 
Krebs, conducted cadre training sessions at 
the NF’s bunker in Bielefeld as long ago as 
1989. 

Also much appreciated are the efforts of the 
so-called Weikersheim Study Centre, led by 
Hans Filbinger, the former  Baden- 
Wiirttemberg CDU prime minister and nazi 
military judge, and financed both by public 
money given by the regional government of 
Baden-Wiirttemberg and with donations from 
Daimler-Benz. 

This outfit provides an especially outstand- 
ing example of how wide the nazi thread is 
spun. Until May this year, the chief of the 
youth department of Filbinger’s think-tank 
was the Berliner Ulli Boldt. At the same time 
Boldt was, and remains, an active member of 
the 24-strong leadership of the NF’s 
Gemeinschaft, running the Berlin National 
Info-Telefon information service and holding 
membership of the Kulturgemeinschaft 
Preussen (Prussian Cultural Association), the 
biggest nazi organisation in the new German 
capital. 

Despite the many differences - between 
them, the overlapping zones between the right 
in Kohl’s CDU and. the fascists have at least 
two common strategic objectives: firstly to re- 
establish Germany as an imperialist world 
power on the grounds of its “natural” domi- 





Supporters of the NF leader Meinolf 


Sch6énborn marching to honour 


Hitler’s Waffen-SS 


nance in Europe and secondly to secure the 
“internal order” that underpins the first objec- 
tive. The accomplishment of a “strong state” 
and internal security based on mass accep- 
tance of a common “national identity” are 
thus complementary factors in a process that 
can be accelerated if nazis are successful in 
the kind of bridge-building exemplified by 
Boldt. 

Thus several clear strands of a new strategy 
by the more intelligent nazis can be seen: 

@ A radicalisation through the formation of 
underground structures that can build terrorist 
cells and help the development of a “strong 
state” on its way. 

@ The adoption of “modernised” thinking 
which publicly at least does not rely on the 
old nazi symbols and slogans but draws heav- 
ily from the ideological arsenal of the New 
Right fascists. Signs of this are evident even 
in the banned FAP. 

@ The building of bridges to what Schénborn 
calls “all those nationally conscious forces 
within the system”. By this Sch6nborn means 
the increasingly vocal nationalist elements 
within the mainstream conservative parties, 
the military, the student Burschenschaften, the 
so-called New Right, the 
Vertriebeneverbdnde organisations of those 
exiled from Germany’s “lost territories” and 
historians like Ernst Nolte who relativise the 
Holocaust. 

Through the adoption of such a threefold 
strategy — radicalisation, modernisation and 
bridge-building — the nazis can substantially 
ease the difficulties caused by the repressive 
measures of the state and create a broader 
social base for their ideas, thus opening up 
the possibility of recruiting members of a far 
better quality. 

This “clever, clever, softly, softly” strategy 
still, however, faces one as yet insurmount- 
able barrier. The state can be overcome. 
Auschwitz cannot. 


Andreas Fahs is a German anti-fascist 
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When hate comes to town 


COMMUNITY RESPONSES TO RACISM AND FASCISM 


@ What should you do if racist and fascist activities affect your community? 

@ What can you do if racists try to recruit in your work place, school or college? 
@ What can you do if racists are standing in elections? 

@ When can your MP or local council help? 
@ The law and how you can use it. 

@ What do racists and fascists believe and how are they organised? 

@ How can you organise successful anti-racist events and get publicity for your work? 


@ What about nazis infiltrating community and campaigning organisations? 
@ How can you educate your community about the dangers of racial hatred? 


@ How can you get involved? 


Searchlight has brought together all its experience of combating racism and fascism over the past 30 
yuears to produce this unique and comprehensive handbook. When hate comes to town: Community 
responses to racism and fascism will prove to be the essential reference book for defeating racist ideas and 


violence. 


Order your copies now: £30 + £2 p&p to organisations; £20 + £2 p&p to community groups; £15 post free to 
individuals. Bulk discounts and overseas post rates on enquiry. Payment with orders. 


From Searchlight Educational Trust, 37B New Cavendish Street, London W1M 8JR 





Anti-fascist fightback 


Anti-fascist groups can be contacted at these addresses 


United Campaign Against Racism 
Woburn House, Tavistock Sq, London WC1H OEZ 









Blackpool AFA c/o PO Box 63, Lancaster LA1 4GP 
Bradford AFA PO Box 127, Leeds, LS3 1TS 
Camden Unity 






c/o Searchlight, 37B New Cavendish St, London W1M 8JR 







Campus Watch telephone (24 hours) 01426 942826 
Cleveland AFA Box 13, c/o St Mary's Centre, 

Corporation Road, Middlesbrough, Cleveland 
Edinburgh AFA PO Box 474, Edinburgh, EH11 
Exeter AFA c/o The Flying Post, PO Box 185, Exeter, EX4 4EW 







Greenwich Campaign Against Racial Attacks 
2nd Floor, 115-123 Powis St, London SE18 8JL 








Halifax AFA PO Box 127, Leeds, LS3 1TS 
Herts AFA PO Box 245, St Albans, Herts 
Islington ARAFA 






c/o Box 11, Centreprise, Kingsland High St, London E8 
Kent Anti-Fascist Committee 
PO Box 88, Rochester, Kent, ME1 1AU 
Lanarkshire CARF PO Box 981, Hamilton, ML3 8EL 
Leeds AFA PO Box 127, Leeds, LS3 1TS, tel 0113 242 4680 
Leicester Anti-Fascist Alliance PO Box 368, Leicester, LE2 7YZ 
Liverpool AFA PO Box 110, Liverpool, L69 8DP 
Newham Monitoring Project 
PO Box 273, Forest Gate, London E7 
Norwich AFA PO Box 73, Norwich, NR1 2EB 
Nottinghamshire Anti-Fascist Alliance 
PO Box 179, Nottingham, NG1 3AQ 
Oldham Action Against Racism 
c/o Brian Davis, MP, GMB, 108 Union St, Oldham, OL1 1DY 
Reading CARF 4 Silver St, Reading, Berkshire 
Rochdale CARF 
c/o Brian Davis, MP, GMB, 108 Union St, Oldham, OL1 1DY 
Sheffield Against Racism & Fascism 
Sheffield College Students’ Union, Granville Rd, Sheffield S2 2RL 
SW London Anti-Fascist Association c/o Searchlight 
Tyne and Wear Anti-Fascist Association 
4 The Cloth Market, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 1EA 
Wellingborough Anti-Fascist Alliance c/o Wellingborough REC, 
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Remember Kristallnacht 


Hitler’s destruction of the Jews of Europe and other 
minorities started when Nazis ran riot and smashed 
Jewish property on 9 November 1938, unleashing 
the Holocaust that resulted in more than six million 
deaths. 

The persecution of refugees has not gone away. 
Refugees still find no refuge in Europe today. 


Searchlight Educational Trust has called a meeting to com- 
memorate the victims of Kristallnacht and highlight the link 
between the world’s failure to provide a refuge for Jews flee- 
ing from Nazi persecution and the increasingly repressive 
legislation against refugees in today’s “Fortress Europe”. 


At Friends House, Euston Road, 
London NW1 (opposite Euston Station) 
On 9 November 1995 


Doors open 7pm, meeting starts at 7.30pm sharp 



















An international panel of speakers will be headed by Lord Dubs, 
one of Britain’s leading campaigners on refugee issues. Other 
speakers will include Claude Moraes of JCWI and speakers from 
the NUS, UJS, the Jewish and Romany communities and 
Searchlight. 


The meeting is being held jointly with the international anti-fascist 
and anti-racist organisation, UNITED for Intercultural Action. 








Chessman: That’s better, now we are back on course. Be careful 
on the phone; you should know by now that the man in Leeds 
has a friend with very big ears. 

Searchlight quiz: Who in Derbyshire holds the record for the 
most arrests with no charges? Serious answers only to Putsch, 
Searchlight or Police Review. 


NOTICES 


STOP PRESS Gary Marshall polled a mere 104 votes (5.65%) for the 
British National Party in a county council by-election in Kirkby in 
Ashfield, Nottinghamshire. Local anti-fascists are still wondering why 
the police, on the orders of the CPS, prevented them leafleting during 
the campaign, when the CPS seems unable to bring prosecutions 
against people known to produce and distribute hate material. 
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Above: the victim, Donna 
O’Dwyer. Left: an artist's 
impression of Thurston 
during the trial. Below: 
the block of flats’ in 
Leyton where the attack 
took place 


suggested he was a former 
member of the NF. But it is not 
the NF which is advocating 
murder and bombing and actu- 
ally distributing material on 
how to target potential victims, 
make bombs and kill; 
it is Combat 18 with 
its so-called “leader- 
less resistance” strat- 
egy, which advocates 
that individuals or 
small groups of 
racists identify and 
attack targets in order 
to maim or kill them. 
Over the past three 
years Combat 18 has 
exhorted its activists 
and readers of its 
publications to action 
with the words: “We 
have given you the 
technology, now 
bomb the bastards”. 
AS Searchlight 





goes to press, the Crown Prosecution Service 
has still not made up its mind whether to 
prosecute Paul David “Charlie” Sargent and 
Will “Wilf The Beast” Browning for being in 
possession of Combat 18 magazines last 
January containing hit lists and bomb dia- 
grams. Nor has the magazine’s printer been 
brought before the courts. 

What is clear is that Thurston is a fascist 
and a racist. Some reports describe him as a 
former commando, others as a former territo- 


Cotterill fails 


egular readers of Searchlight will 
R=: followed the political antics of 

Mark Cotterill for some years with 
growing interest. Cotterill was at one time the 
National Front’s southwest England organis- 
er. As things went from bad to worse in the 
NF he moved into fresh pastures. But the 
range and width of these new political areas 
made one gasp. He joined the Conservative 
Party, he got involved with various anti- 
European factions and groups and managed at 
the same time to run a hardline fascist publi- 
cation, The British Patriot. 

During his time in the Conservative Party 
Searchlight published a photograph of him in 
the company of Charlie Sargent and Mark 
Atkinson, leading activists in Combat 18, at 
the 1993 international nazi rally in 
Diksmuide, Belgium. 

Last year he took to making strange 
telephone calls that were clearly intended to 
stir up trouble between anti-fascists and the 
far right in his local area. Both groups 
received calls which were intended to wind 
them up against each other. Not only did this 
ploy not work, but one of those on the receiv- 
ing end, whose wife was pregnant, com- 
plained bitterly to the police about Cotterill’s 
stupid games. 

The police appeared to have plenty of evi- 
dence against Cotterill but for some unex- 
plained reason the Crown Prosecution Service 
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